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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S1

(6:35 p.m.)2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Good meeting ladies3

and gentlemen. This is the public hearing of the4

Zoning Commission of the District of Columbia for5

Thursday, March 6th, 2003.6

My name is Carol Mitten, and joining me7

this evening are Vice Chairman Anthony Hood, and8

Commissioners John Parsons and James Hannaham, and we9

expect to be joined by Commissioner Peter May shortly.10

The subject of this evening's hearing is11

Zoning Commission Case Number 02-45, which is a12

request by the D.C. Department of Mental Health, for13

the review and approval of a first stage planned unit14

development and related map amendment under Chapters15

24 and 30 of the District of Columbia's Zoning16

Regulations, 11 DCMR, for a property known as Lot 38,17

in Parcel 234.18

Notice of today's hearing was published in19

the D.C. Register on December 20th, 2002, and copies20

of the hearing announcement are available to you.21

They are on the table near the door.22

This hearing will be conducted in23

accordance with the provisions of 11 DCMR Section24

3022, which are the procedures for contested cases.25
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The order of procedure will be as follows.1

Preliminary matters, followed by the2

applicant's case, and the report of the Office of3

Planning, reports of other government agencies, and4

reports of the affected advisory neighborhood5

commission, and in this case it is ANC-8C.6

The parties and persons in support, and7

parties and persons in support, and parties and8

persons in opposition, and finally rebuttal by the9

applicant. The following time constraints will be10

maintained in this hearing.11

The applicant will have 45 minutes and12

parties will have 15 minutes, and organizations will13

have 5 minutes, and individuals will have 3 minutes.14

The Commission intends to adhere to the time limits as15

strictly as possible in order to hear the case in a16

reasonable period of time.17

The Commission reserves the right to18

change the time limits for presentations if necessary19

and notes that no time shall be seeded. The parties20

may at any time object to any question posed to the21

witness by another party, or to evidence sought to be22

introduced into the record if it is irrelevant,23

immaterial, or unduly repetitious.24

The Commissioners as well may request that25
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such testimony or evidence not be received, or that1

such evidence be struck from the record. All persons2

appearing before the Commission are to fill out two3

witness cards.4

These cards are also located on the table5

near the door, and upon coming forward to speak to the6

Commission, please give both cards to the reporter,7

who is sitting to our right.8

The decision of the Commission in this9

case must be based exclusively on the public record.10

To avoid any appearance to the contrary, the11

Commission requests that persons present not engage12

the members of the Commission in conversation during13

any recess, or at any other time.14

The staff will be available throughout the15

hearing to discuss procedural questions, and you can16

direct any questions to mr. Bastida or Ms. Sanchez.17

Please turn off all beepers and cell18

phones at this time so as not to disrupt these19

proceedings, and I would note for the record that we20

have now been joined by Commissioner May.21

And at this time the Commission will22

consider any preliminary matters. Mr. Bastida.23

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Madam Chairman, the24

staff has two preliminary matters. The first matter25
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is that the applicant posted the site in a timely1

fashion, but the affidavit of posting was not filed2

until 3 days ago, and they should have been filed 273

days ago.4

So I would request that the Commission5

waive that requirement and to accept the notice of6

posting into the record.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is there any8

objection to waiving our rule to accept the notice or9

the affidavit of posting? Any objections?10

(No response.)11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Without objection.12

Mr. Bastida.13

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Thank you. The other14

matter is that the applicant has filed in a timely15

fashion the notice of maintenance of posting, and I16

believe that the applicant complied with the Zoning17

Commission's regulations, and that concludes my18

preliminary matters.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Any20

preliminary matters? All right. Will all those21

individuals wishing to testify this evening please now22

rise to take the oath. Ms. Sanchez.23

(All witnesses were sworn.)24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Now we25
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will move to the applicant's presentation. Good1

evening, Madam Chair, and Members of the Commission.2

This evening the applicant is the D.C. Department of3

Mental Health, and with me representing the Department4

is its Director, Martha Knisley.5

She also has a number of staff members6

present tonight who would be available to assist her7

in answering any technical questions or she can refer8

questions to them, or they are free to also jump in of9

course if they like.10

With her this evening is Cheryl Edwards,11

her chief of staff, and Joy Holland, who is the chief12

executive officer of the hospital. Richard Wash, who13

is the Director of Facility Planning; and Linda Grant,14

who is the Director of the Office of Public Affairs.15

We also have two architects with us this16

evening from the Einhorn, Yafree, and Prescott firm.17

The main presenter, Steve Kleinrock, has been accepted18

as an expert in architecture by this Commission19

previously.20

But we have submitted his resume for your21

consideration. He will also be presenting with Marc22

Shaw, whose resume is before you.23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And are you24

requesting that both Mr. Kleinrock and Mr. Shaw be25
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qualified as experts?1

MS. GIORDANO: Yes, I am. Thank you.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: In architecture?3

MS. GIORDANO: Yes.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Has5

everybody has a chance to review their resumes? Is6

there any objection? All right. Thank you.7

MS. GIORDANO: Also presenting this8

evening will be Mr. Gross from our firm, who is an9

expert planner, and an expert in D.C. Zoning, and has10

been qualified by this Commission before.11

Also, I would like to introduce Damon12

Smith, who has joined our team, Mr. Gross and I, as a13

member of our firm, recently. He is a recent graduate14

of Harvard Law School and he is a planner as well. So15

we are happy to have him involved in our practice.16

And with that, I would like to go ahead17

and proceed, and ask Ms. Knisley to present her18

comments.19

MS. KNISLEY: Thank you, Cynthia. Madam20

Chair and Members of the Commission, I am very honored21

to be here today to present to you the request for the22

new St. Elizabeth's Hospital.23

St. Elizabeth's Hospital, as you all know,24

has been a foundation facility dating back to 1855, in25
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the time of what we call the time of enlightenment,1

the first period of enlightenment, the first period of2

enlightenment in psychiatric history in this country3

when a very famous pioneer, Dorthea Dix, requested4

what we called at that time an insane asylum be5

constructed on that piece of land for the District of6

Columbia, and at that time for Federal use as well.7

Over the course of the history -- a very8

long history -- of the St. Elizabeth's Hospital, this9

institution became a world renowned research10

institution for the research of brain disorders.11

And by the turn of the century, by 1900,12

in fact it was the premiere research institution in13

the world for brain disorders. Between 1855 and 1900,14

the institution grew and became a self-contained15

community, with a farm, and with all of the needs that16

people that were confined at that institution being17

taken care of right on that property, over 300 acres,18

in what we today call the East Campus and the West19

Campus.20

And the West campus being the oldest21

parcel and in the early days of psychiatric history in22

our country, it was believed that if you placed23

persons with psychiatric illness into a community that24

would indeed foster the recovery. That was before25
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there was much known about in modern psychiatry.1

In other words, people went there and2

there wasn't any real treatment except being in this3

setting. Before 1900 and 1960, the institution went4

through many changes. It was a Federally operated5

institution. The Federal Government operated this6

institution, part of the old Health and Human Services7

Department.8

And I am sure that other departments9

before there was even a Health and Human Services10

Department. During that period of time, it continued11

to be a research institution, as well as a treatment12

facility, and it served both the Federal Government,13

as well as the local D.C. government.14

During that period of time we began to15

modernize our laws and many persons were committed16

there under what they called forensic statutes, as17

well as well as civil statutes.18

And what that basically means is that19

forensic means that a person may have committed a20

crime, but they have been found not guilty by reason21

of insanity, or incompetent to stand trial because of22

their psychiatric history, and they were confined by a23

criminal court to this facility.24

At the same time the Secret Service, the25
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U.S. Marshals, asked to have people detained who in1

fact had come to the District of Columbia some times2

with intentions of disrupting the government while3

they were having a psychiatric episode, and then they4

were retained at St. Elizabeth's.5

In the 1960s and the 1970s, modern6

psychiatry kind of came alive. It came alive7

primarily because after World II, this country was8

faced with a large number of men who had fought in9

conflict who had developed a brain disorder and our10

country said we need to find out more about how to11

treat people with brain disorders.12

And at that point modern psychiatry came13

about. Medicines became available, and what they call14

psychotropic medications, and what we found is new15

ways to treat people with psychiatric illness.16

During this period of time, there was also17

a major move to protect the interests of persons with18

mental illness by limiting the amount of time that19

they could be detained in facilities, and by limiting20

the amount of time that they come in to be detained in21

facilities.22

Therefore, from about 1960 through today's23

present time, we saw a population at St. Elizabeth's,24

and all over the country, go from several thousand25
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people in the hospital to today we have approximately1

520 people at the hospital.2

In the late '70s, and early '80s, the3

Federal Government sought to separate itself from St.4

Elizabeth's. They moved the research functions to the5

National Institutes of Health campus in Bethesda,6

Maryland, and moved -- and all the way through a7

couple of years ago, continued to move their research8

functions -- first off, the West campus, and then off9

the East Campus -- of the hospital.10

In 1987, the Federal Government turned11

over the operation of the treatment facility at that12

hospital to the District Government in 1987. At that13

time patients were still scattered on both the west14

campus and the east campus, and at the time that the15

hospital was turned over for District management, they16

turned over the east campus to the District of17

Columbia.18

The east campus of St. Elizabeth's is now19

owned by the District of Columbia, and the west campus20

at the hospital is still owned by the Federal21

Government.22

Over a period of time between 1987 and until just23

several weeks ago, the Commission on Mental Health and24

the Department of Human Services in the District25
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Government continued to operate on both sides of the1

campus.2

But through agreements with the Federal3

Government, we have now moved all of our operations on4

to the east side. There is no operation of the D.C.5

government anymore, or there is no operation of6

anything anymore on the west campus. It is empty.7

The buildings are standing and decisions8

are being made about the west campus going forward.9

We have consolidated our operations for the Department10

of Mental Health into approximately 16 buildings on11

the east campus, with a plan for the construction of a12

new hospital building on the east campus.13

This plan for this new hospital building14

came about during the early 1990s when it became clear15

that the hospital buildings were beginning to wear out16

if you will, and that the various systems of operating17

for heating, and water, and plumbing, and so forth and18

so on, were so antiquated, because when the Federal19

Government in the preceding years, when they got ready20

to leave the campus, they left without doing much21

maintenance or upkeep of the campus for the 10, to 15,22

to 20 years before they left.23

And when the campus came over to the24

District of Columbia, there was not a lot of money to25
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repair the existing buildings where patients were1

being cared for.2

Hence, what we have today at this campus3

are antiquated buildings that are not conducive to4

patient care, and are in very poor condition. The5

decision was again made in the mid-1990s to move to6

build or to construct a new hospital on the east7

campus, a new hospital building, that in fact could8

result in better patient care and correct some of the9

problems.10

Several things have happened in psychiatry11

through this modernization, and that are important as12

we consider this new construction. Number 1, it is13

very, very important that we be able to meet the14

health and safety needs of our patients.15

There was not a lot known about doing that16

with architecture in 1900. There was not a lot known.17

Today we look at space and how we use space in a18

building much differently and in terms of its impact19

on the actual rehabilitation and care of persons. Let20

me give you one example.21

Our units were constructed for people to22

live on the units all day long. This is a living23

unit, and this is where the treatment goes on. We24

know today that that is not particularly conducive for25
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people recovering in rehabilitation.1

People need to leave the unit and go to2

someplace else for their treatment, and they will get3

better. But we don't have the type of structure that4

allows that to happen very well.5

They also constructed the old units so6

that you couldn't have visibility in the unit if you7

were staffing a unit. So if someone -- and again we8

see people with it who have behavioral problems, and9

was having a problem in the back of the unit, you may10

not have any visibility from the nurse's station, and11

people tend to get hurt if you are not careful in12

psychiatric units.13

So we know a lot more today about14

construction and to reconfigure those old buildings15

would be very costly, and probably wouldn't work in16

the long term.17

So the former Commission of Mental Health asked for18

this new construction partly because of the condition19

of the buildings, and partly because today in modern20

psychiatry we know a lot more about how the21

environment can work on our behalf, and we are in the22

business of treatment and rehabilitation.23

The system itself, in terms of management,24

has also undergone a number of changes over the last25
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few years. In 1974, the Basilon Center here in the1

District of Columbia, and a number of mental health2

advocates sued in Federal Court saying that people3

were being involuntarily detained at St. Elizabeth's4

hospital and their due process rights for treatment in5

the least restrictive environment was being violated.6

That is called the Dixon case, and the7

dixon case is ongoing today. It is the longest8

standing mental health civil rights case in the9

history of this country.10

It is the longest standing civil rights11

case in the history of mental health in this country.12

The premise in the Dixon case that was argued by the13

plaintiff successfully in that case has been repeated14

through modern history and psychiatry; through the15

ADA, and through a number of decisions that have been16

made by the Supreme Court affirming that persons with17

mental illness have the right to live in the most18

integrated setting possible.19

What has that meant for the District? The20

District had much problem if you will in how it tried21

to remedy the problems with that case. Part of it was22

because the Federal Government was still operating the23

hospital, but the District was held responsible.24

And as all of us know that has been a25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

17

problem throughout the course of the history of the1

District of Columbia, where we share relationships2

with the Federal Government. It did not work3

particularly well in this one.4

By 1995, the plaintiffs in this case went5

back to the Federal Court and asked that the mental6

health system be placed in receivership, meaning that7

the Federal Court actually ran the program for mental8

health.9

We just left receivership in the year10

2001. In that year the district of Columbia agreed to11

create a Department of Mental Health. We did that and12

we passed the legislation and it has been affirmed by13

Congress. I am the first director of the new14

Department of Mental Health.15

And one of the first mandates that I had16

among many mandates was to move forward with the St.17

Elizabeth's plan, and with this construction, which18

during the period of time that we were in receivership19

didn't move.20

So since the summer of the year 2001, we21

have moved forward with our architects, planners, with22

communities, with mental health leaders, and23

psychiatric leaders here in the District, to develop a24

plan for this new hospital facility that would take25
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into account as I said earlier what we know in modern1

psychiatry to be the best kind of environment if you2

will to add to the health and safety in the3

therapeutic environment that we need to deliver on4

with respect to in-patient services.5

One very important factor as we look at6

this is that we are certified by the Centers of7

Medicare and Medicaid Services, CMS, and it used to be8

called HCFA, Health Care Financing Agency.9

And we are reimbursed for the care that we10

provide at the hospital for persons who are eligible11

for Medicaid or Medicare, and we must meet the12

conditions of participation to get that reimbursement.13

We are not presently accredited by the Joint14

Commission of Accreditation of Hospitals, which i the15

standard for in-patient treatment.16

As you know, most hospitals carry those17

accreditations, whether it be general medicine or18

psychiatric, or specialty medicine. It is the19

accrediting body that says to all of us as the public20

that you can go there for treatment and you will get21

good treatment, and it will be safe.22

We cannot with our present building gain23

Joint Commission accreditation. As a matter of fact24

the person that I hired to be the CEO of St.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

19

Elizabeth's Hospital, Joy Holland, who is here1

tonight, was on the accrediting team in 1982 that de-2

accredited this hospital.3

And as a result, she has been honored with4

the person to get us into accreditation in the future,5

and has a long history of helping troubled hospitals.6

One of the issues with CMS is that to maintain7

certification going forward, we must make improvements8

in the health and safety for patients, and in9

treatment, and in the physical environment.10

And a number of the features of this new11

hospital again comport with the requirements that we12

must meet in order to meet JCAH certification and CMS13

certification.14

In fact, during the receivership the15

agency went into a category which was called in16

jeopardy of losing even the certification from CMS.17

We were able to restore that and one of the ways that18

we restored this certification with the CMS certifying19

team was to pledge that we would move immediately as20

fast as we possibly could to get into a better21

environment, and a safer environment as quickly as we22

could.23

And hence we have again moved forward.24

Another problem that we have in our facility today25
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that we are looking forward to with our new building1

is technology. We really can't install even the most2

basic technology in our old buildings. It is so3

fundamentally impossible to do.4

And that is very, very, important, whether5

it be everything from food service to the laboratory6

facilities that we need, to just the technology for7

putting in an information system that would even meet8

the basic information requirements.9

For example, ordering from the pharmacy,10

which every health care institution I know today11

actually does on line, we do by hand. So we are12

looking at this building and this future as very, very13

important to do this.14

The building that we are asking for15

permission to zone the new facility is actually16

smaller than the facility that -- smaller in size than17

the facilities that we are using today, but our trend18

line, in terms of the number of people who require19

this type of confinement, generally involuntary20

confinement, in a hospital has been going down for21

about 10 years.22

And we will be working as a part of the23

overall framework plan with the Office of Planning24

here in the District to be looking at the entire east25
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campus, and we are going to actually continue to1

provide services and additional buildings as we need2

to while we build this new facility.3

So we are looking for increased capacity4

for technology, for efficiency, for basic health and5

safety, and for restoring the, if you will, to this6

very famous hospital the type of therapeutic7

environment that Dorthea Dix was looking for in 18558

when she talked about building the community.9

We will have both a secure and what we10

call non-secure area in the hospital in accordance11

with the court orders and with the judgment of our12

clinicians, in terms of the security levels that we13

will need in the hospital.14

So you will see some unique features15

there, in terms of security, because we are required16

by the civil courts to detain individuals in secure17

environments, and at the same time in following the18

orders in the Dixon case, we must make sure that for19

people who don't need that level of security, that we20

have an open environment, and where people can21

actually become more integrated back into the22

community as we go forward.23

As a Department of Mental Health, and I24

have appeared before this Commission before on a new25
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outpatient facility, which we will be moving into at1

13th and U Street hopefully in the next year-and-a-2

half, we are also in our community around the District3

of Columbia, looking for many additional community4

sites, because most of the people who come to us for5

service today -- and we have about 9,500 people who6

are getting services with a contract agency for the7

Department of Mental Health or ourselves, are actually8

living out in the community. That was a part of the9

Dixon order.10

And so the St. Elizabeth's Hospital will11

be our in-patient facility, and it will be the only12

public in-patient facility in the District of13

Columbia, and it will suffice to meet our needs.14

I want to speak for a moment about the15

hospital in the community. We have obviously been16

there a long time, and we were here in the community17

build up around us. Many of our employees live in the18

nearby community. We want to be good community19

partners. We think that is very, very important.20

Part of the feature of this hospital will21

be to have some space available for community meetings22

and I can tell you as a mental health professional,23

having done this work for over 30 years, we are always24

constantly trying to find ways to make psychiatric25
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care less of a mystery to the outside world, because1

we are the people who do things that nobody quite2

understands.3

So we want to make our facility part of4

the community, and we want to be inviting to the5

people who live in our neighborhoods. We sincerely6

hope that we will continue to be a good employer for7

the people who live adjacent to the hospital, and as8

we build the hospital we hope we can be a good9

employer for people who might be looking for work in10

the construction field as we go forward.11

In other words, it is very important to12

us, and very important to the mission of our13

organization, that this hospital be a part of not just14

the east campus plans, but of the entire community15

east of the river, and to that end, we have had16

continuous conversations with people who live in the17

neighborhood, as well as with mental health advocates,18

families of persons with mental illness, and people19

with mental illness themselves.20

Some of the design features are very --21

when we look at the hospital itself, it is very22

important that we listen and hear from the people who23

are going to work there, as well as the patients who24

are going to receive their care there.25
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For many people, they may be with us for1

months, years, the rest of their lives. And in fact2

if you are going to be living someplace the rest of3

your life, you might have an idea about what would4

work for you.5

So we have involved our patients, mental6

health advocates, former patients at St. Elizabeth's,7

family members, in the actual design. What really8

works for people who are going to live there, as well9

as our floor nurses.10

And the people who work in our11

laboratories, or in food service. Again, we want to12

make this an institution -- it is going to be there a13

long time, and how best can we make it work for us.14

We looked at other new modern facilities, including15

looking around the country at some of the16

architectural designs and taking several field trips17

to see new psychiatric facilities that had been built18

recently.19

And there aren't that many psychiatric20

facilities that get built in this country these days.21

And so we have looked high and low to make sure that22

we have benefitted from what we have learned, lessons23

learned in other States.24

Psychiatric facilities of our type are25
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generally only built by States. As a matter of fact,1

we are the only non-State public hospital still2

operating in the country.3

And so we have a unique mission. We4

believe that the construction, the architectural, the5

plan, the location of a psychiatric facility has --6

and it not unique to it, because I think as you all7

know that in zoning that buildings do matter in terms8

of how they are going to be used.9

But we have a very unique situation here,10

I think, with building a psychiatric in-patient11

facility for the types of uses that we have, and we12

feel that it is very important that we get this type13

of input and that we have followed through.14

It also helps us meet the Federal Court15

orders in the Dixon case, which incidentally do16

require that we move forward with this facility, and17

that as Director of the Department of Mental Health18

that I participate -- that persons from the mental19

health community participate in the planning of the20

entire campus as the District of Columbia moves21

forward with the east campus.22

I think I will stop there. That gives you23

about a 150 year history in a short period of time,24

and obviously we will be available.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.1

MS. GIORDANO: And we will go ahead and2

proceed with the architectural presentation.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And I have a hand-4

held mike if you would like to use it.5

MR. KLEINROCK: I am very pleased to be6

here this evening, and it is an honor to present this7

project. I am going to talk about -- there are two8

generators for the way that the plans are organized.9

One is the site and one is the model of the patient10

care that we are trying to achieve.11

So the building is designed mostly from12

the inside, or I wouldn't say mostly from the inside13

out, but from a model of patient care has really14

generated the form of the building. And the first15

part of the presentation will be to look at how we16

organized the building on the site, and then Marc Shaw17

is going to go through the plans in more detail.18

Just to familiarize you, this is 295, and19

this is the St. Elizabeth's site. It is about 33620

acres, and we are going to be looking at the east21

campus, which is this piece of the campus. The east22

and west campuses are divided by Martin Luther King23

Avenue.24

I am going to leave this drawing up, and25
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we are going to eventually get here. This is the site1

plan that we are proposing, and just to orient you,2

this is the existing John Howard and that is here, and3

the building that we are proposing is located in this4

part of the site, which is in the back corner of the5

site.6

The east campus is about 173 acres, and7

our PUD application is this area here, which is 498

acres. This is the existing John Howard Building,9

which will remain intact and in operation until the10

new facility is constructed.11

The building is going to have12

approximately 292 beds, and 178 of them are on the13

secure side of the facility, and 114 are on the non-14

secure side of the building.15

As we started looking at the site, one of16

the things that we wanted to do was to understand the17

view from outside the property. So your crack18

architectural team got in the car and drove out to19

Suitland Highway about six times trying to look into20

the site.21

And just to give you an idea, this view,22

B, is from inside the site, and looking towards John23

Howard, and you can see it in the distance where you24

see a couple of floors.25
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The property is actually much higher than1

Suitland Parkway, and there is only one place located2

right here at the edge of the existing ravine where3

you can actually see into the east campus. And this4

is the view, View A.5

And really you only see towards this6

existing part of the campus. Basically, you can never7

see the existing John Howard from outside of the8

campus, and our building is quite a bit lower than9

John Howard, and so it won't be visible from outside10

the campus.11

This again is the existing site, and it is12

49 acres, and it is surrounded on two sides by a13

cemetery. This is the existing John Howard facility,14

and again it will remain intact.15

This is a secure recreation area, which we16

are going to actually retain in the project, and we17

are not going to tear that down, and it will be18

incorporated into the new building.19

This is the Metro located right here, and20

this entrance right off of Alabama Avenue will also be21

the entrance into the new site.22

We worked closely with our landscape23

architect, Elliott Roadside, Roadside and Harwell,24

doing a site analysis, and I am just going to give you25
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a one minute overview of that site analysis. Some of1

the urban design features again are the cemeteries2

that border the site on two sides, and here is the3

existing communications tower.4

This is the Metro and the entrance road on5

the existing campus, and the ravine that comes through6

the site. In terms of access, again, here is Metro,7

and here is the Alabama entrance. This is the main8

entrance into the campus, into the east campus. All9

of these roads will remain intact.10

In terms of topography, the site area is11

relatively flat for most of it, except for the12

exception of the ravine. There is a lot of fill in13

this area, and when the Metro was built a lot of soil14

was dumped in this area and it is not really15

buildable, and there is some slope in this area.16

Basically when you look at the site plan17

here, you can see that because we have to keep John18

Howard open, and there is bad soil in the ravine19

running here that we have really moved the proposed20

site for the building in this back corner of the21

campus.22

One of the main drivers in the way that we23

approach the building, and certainly not the only one,24

was the organization of it, in terms of security.25
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There is a secure portion of the building which Marty1

has talked about. It has 178 beds, and there is a2

non-secure portion, which has 114 beds.3

The secure section of the building is4

surrounded by -- and has a secure perimeter around it5

with a double fence. And you will see how it is6

integrated into the plan, and so there are these two7

functions.8

The non-secure portion of the building has9

shared functions in it, like the mechanical rooms, and10

the food preparation areas, are all in the non-secure11

part and shared by the secure part. They each have12

their own separate entrances, and a shared service13

entrance. That is to reinforce the circulation14

pattern.15

And this is the Metro, and this is the16

pedestrian connection from the Metro up to the front17

door of the building. There are two front entrances18

which you will see. This is the entrance to the19

secured portion of the building, and this is the20

entrance into the civil portion of the portion.21

This is the main vehicular access, and22

there are pedestrian walks that go around the campus23

for patients to walk on. We have held the road as far24

from the ravine as we could to give the ravine plenty25
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of area. And the main service area in the building is1

here between the secure portion of the building, and2

the non-secured portion of the building.3

Now, the way that the building is4

organized, and I will talk a little bit more about it5

on the site plan, but this is the secure portion of6

the building and these pieces are the residential7

units, and we will talk a little bit about how those8

are designed in a minute.9

But the non-secure piece, the shared10

piece, are in front of the secure piece of the11

building, and there is a fence, a secure fence, that12

comes around the property.13

And so the way that this building is14

organized is that the fence is really never visible.15

So we have organized the building to have a very sort16

of friendly appearance to it, and we have put the17

secure portion of the building behind the unsecured18

portion.19

The site plan is -- and I am going to end20

my presentation here, and then Marc Shaw will talk21

about the plans, and how the plans are organized. But22

I just want to get into the site plan just a little23

bit and the way that the building is organized.24

This is the main entry as I said, and this25
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is the entrance into the non-secured portion of the1

building and the secured portion of the building.2

This bar, this bar, this bar, and this bar, these are3

all the treatment and administrative sections of the4

building.5

And we have taken the residential pieces,6

which are these, and they are behind. So we have7

taken the public pieces and the more institutional and8

civic part of the building, and the public sides of9

the building, and put them forward in the residential10

piece and a smaller piece of that related scale to11

some of these buildings behind the public portion of12

the building.13

The parking has 315 spaces, and it is14

organized in very gentle curving roads, with trees15

that break up the massive parking, and also serve as16

bioretention for run-off.17

This is a secure recreation area that is18

actually connected to the secure part of the building19

through a secure fenced in area, and it is hidden by20

the trees. And we have maintained as much property21

around the building and buffer zones around the22

building so that the building really has its own23

presence, and it is screened from the rest of the24

campus around it.25
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And I think with that that I will turn it1

over to Marc Sharp, who is going to talk a little bit2

more about the plans and details so that you can3

understand where these shapes actually came from.4

MR. SHAW: Thank you. Marty and Steve did5

a nice job of setting me up here, and there are really6

three things that drive the plant. The first is7

obviously the function, and the second is recovery-8

based treatment that Marty alluded to, and the idea9

that we want to be able to give people the opportunity10

to model the behaviors that would allow them to11

reintegrate into society, or at least operate in the12

least restrictive fashion that they can.13

And the third is a seeming conflict, and14

that is the tension between security and freedom,15

between supervision and liberty, between letting16

people operate on their own at the highest possible17

function, and keeping them safe.18

And those seem in opposition, but in fact19

they are the things that make this a really wonderful20

building. You know, the things that make this a21

really interesting project.22

And I think what I would like to do is to23

begin to show you how that begins to form the shape of24

the building that we have got. First, to go back to25
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the issue just to make it clear of the secure and non-1

secure portions of the building.2

You will see here up at the top the secure3

portion of the building, and residential functions,4

circulation, treatment, and administration, all within5

the secure perimeter.6

The secure perimeter is extremely7

important, and it is violated as little as possible,8

and in as few spots as possible. When you cross a9

secure perimeter, you go through what is called either10

a man trap or a sally port.11

For those of you who have never been to12

the facility, that means that you go through a door,13

and the second door does not open until the first one14

locks behind you. And it really obviously has a15

significant impact on the building.16

One of the things that we have tried to do17

is to set this building up so that that perimeter,18

which by its very nature is not necessarily the most19

attractive of things, is not part of the public face.20

That is both a gesture to the public, and also one to21

how you -- and Marty talked about it, but how you want22

to treat people. It is hard to tell somebody that you23

want them to get better when you lock them behind a24

fence.25
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The other half of the building, which that1

slide came a little too quickly, are the if you will2

the unsecured treatment areas and residences, and then3

the shared functions, which are shown in blue here.4

The building is really two stories, and it5

is primarily one story, and almost all of it is one6

story. The taller sections are in the front, again7

providing some additional buffers to the things at the8

back of the site.9

If you want to look at the first floor, in10

yellow here we see a very straightforward circulation11

pattern, and circulation is an issue in here. Again,12

the issue is observation, and you having niches and13

so on is not a desirable thing.14

We talked to the staff and slopping it,15

and bending it, and dog-legging it, are not16

acceptable. So we have to deal with that as an17

architectural issue. But it does call for very18

straightforward circulation.19

You can see here the second component is20

the residential component shown here in grey. Again,21

the secure side and the unsecure side on the first22

floor, with this very distinctive shape that everybody23

locks in on very quickly and we will talk about.24

Third, the administrative and shared25
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functions. On the first floor primarily, things that1

operate with the public -- a greeting lobby, a 2502

seat auditorium that Marty referred to earlier as a3

possible amenity that would be available to the4

public, and something that is not readily available in5

that part of the city.6

And the administrative functions on the7

secure side, and then finally the treatment area, as8

you will hear the phrase as we talk about this this9

time, and when we come back, the treatment mall. This10

is where you go during the day, and getting that model11

of going out and getting treated, and coming back to12

the unit instead of spending your day in the unit.13

You can think of this as a school. It is14

a place that you get therapy, and it is a place that15

you take classes, and it is a place that you get16

better. It includes a gymnasium, and that is where17

you spend your day, and then you go back to the house.18

Again, the idea of modeling for lack of a19

better term, sort of a real world behavior. The20

second floor is very similar, except as I said21

earlier, only the non-secured side has a second floor.22

Again, a very straightforward circulation,23

and we will talk about that a little bit more.24

Residential units on the non-secure side, and two more25
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of these distinctive sides, and a smaller 10 bed1

admitting unit.2

The shared functions, again up here ones3

that are more related to the hospital, things like4

administration, medical, library, medical records, and5

you folks have copies of all of this. And then6

finally something that forms the shape of the roof and7

so on, is that we have a distinct mechanical penthouse8

that allows us to do circulation and service up above9

the areas.10

This is not a typical in health care in11

general, but obviously in a psychiatric hospital it is12

particularly desirable to do those sort of things away13

from general circulation.14

So what does that all fold together when15

you turn it into a building? If you will bear with16

me, we will look at just the first floor. And those17

components come together to give you a building that18

looks like this. We will talk specifically in a19

minute about the residential units, but looking at the20

rest of it, I talked about the circulation, and you21

can begin to see here that we have this long corridor.22

And we have begun to rotate these units a23

little bit to do a couple of things. It gives us24

variation in this corridor so that it is not an25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

38

unremitting street with no breaks in it.1

It gives us some variation in the spaces2

between them, and it gives us the opportunity to get a3

rhythm going and to get some variation in that4

corridor. If you think of this as a city street as an5

urban gesture, we have the street, we have buildings,6

we have parks, we have light and dark.7

And each unit then has the opportunity to8

have its own associated green space, and again we will9

talk about that in a minute. But we also have the10

opportunity -- and some of these people do, and as11

Marty said, stay here for years.12

I think the average length of stay at John13

Howard is about 7 years now. This is your town, and14

the idea that you can get out of your unit and go to a15

green space, which gives you some level of freedom,16

but which also allows you to have an appropriate level17

of control, and going back to that issue of balancing,18

and dealing with that tension between things, is real19

important and something that we worked real hard on.20

Again, going back to the treatment areas,21

and to visitation on the secure side, to shared22

functions again on this floor, and to things like23

receiving, and food service, and very similar24

approaches over here -- treatment and residences -- on25
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the non-secure side.1

Finally, before Steve comes back and talks2

about the outside of the building, every time we talk3

to anybody about this very distinctive unit shape,4

immediately it becomes something that people want to5

talk about.6

And there is a very good reason for it.7

We spent a tremendous amount of time looking at other8

folk's stuff, and looking at alternatives to this, and9

it is driven by a couple of things.10

First of all, it is that tension between11

security and observation, and in an odd way, making12

this more secure -- and if you will bear with us and13

hopefully this will not be too much longer. But by14

having better observation, you can actually get people15

more freedom and give them more opportunities to get16

better.17

If you look at this unit, and if you want18

to think of it as a unit, there are five components19

here.20

There are three smaller communities of 8 to 9 beds,21

and there is a green space that is available readily22

to members of the community there, to the residents23

and staff, without being supervised and escorted by24

staff members, which is a problem in the current25
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buildings, which means that they never get used1

because there is not enough staff to take you down six2

floors and out.3

And then there are treatment facilities4

and operations that happen here. If you want to think5

of this unit, think of it as an open hand. And every6

one of your fingers is one of those things.7

Three of them are groups of eight people,8

and they are these little communities that have beds,9

and their own toilets, and a little living room that10

belongs to that group, and which you and your group11

control. Again, so that we can model behavior.12

You don't come to other people's houses13

without permission and without being invited, and14

there are treatment areas. There is another one, and15

then the fifth finger, or your thumb, whichever you16

prefer, is this green space that can be visited at any17

time by a member of the community.18

It gives you something that we do not have19

in the current buildings, and which you do not have in20

traditional buildings, and that is the ability for21

people to have a variety of the activities to get away22

from each other.23

In the traditional unit, where you have a24

single day room, if there is conflict, there is25
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nowhere to go. We don't train people to go into1

conflict. We train them to separate from each other,2

and that's what we want people to learn. It is what3

we have all learned.4

But if we don't give them the opportunity5

to do that on a unit, they can't practice the6

behavior. Behind that you will see again treatment7

areas and then sort of the staff kinds of functions.8

You can see on here how we begin to get this variation9

and width of the corridor outside, and the glassiness10

that begins to take on these shared green spaces.11

The last point that I will make, and I12

talked about the hand here, there is a spot in here13

that in some ways of emblematic of this entire14

tension. We can let people go anywhere in here more15

or less unsupervised, and more or less unescorted.16

But there is a spot right here where I can17

see every door and every space that is accessible to a18

patient without being in their face, and without being19

on top of them, so that we would be able to give them20

a high level of freedom and at the same time have a21

level of supervision and safety that is appropriate22

for the staff and the unit.23

Okay. Having said that, I think, Steve,24

can you talk about the outside.25
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MR. KLEINROCK: Much of what we talked1

about tonight was with the site plan, and how we2

located the building on the site, and how the plans3

were generated from this model of patient care, and of4

access to the outside, and access to natural light.5

These are earlier studies of the exterior6

of the building, and this looks at the -- this view is7

of the non-secure areas. I always want to call this8

the insecure part of the building. It is the non-9

secure part of the building.10

This is a view of what you see when you11

enter and when you are coming out of the entrance12

road, and this is a very open and inviting image of13

what is going on inside the building, and into the14

main lobby, and into the administrative areas.15

This area back here is the gymnasium, and16

then this is the treatment mall on here with as much17

as we can integrate into the facade. This piece here18

is the entrance into the secured portion of the19

building, which has a similarity to the other portion20

of the building, and with this mass as being the link21

between the two and the auditorium, which is located22

here.23

In contrast to that, the more public and24

treatment portions of the building, we started working25
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on these, and these are our earlier sketches, and1

models of the residential portion of the building.2

And we are looking at the integration of a couple of3

different colors of brick, and really using brick as a4

way to tie it back to the scale of the -- I mean, the5

same material as the rest of the campus.6

But also the scale of these buildings7

really relate to the residential portion, and to the8

residential areas that are located out beyond the9

cemetery.10

We have a model, and this shows the11

insecure portion of the building, and the auditorium,12

the shared portion of the building, and the secured13

portion of the building. All the stuff up here are14

the penthouses that we were talking about, and all the15

building is served from up above.16

So all the mechanical units and all of the17

duct work, and all access to it, all happens above the18

roof, and then these are the one story units, the19

residential units on the secure portion, and then the20

two-story units on the non-secured portion of the21

building.22

And then this is the area of the fence23

that comes around, and connects into the secure24

recreational area, and that is it.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.1

MS. GIORDANO: We have some planning2

remarks from Nate Gross, and then we can take3

questions.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you.5

MR. GROSS: Good evening, Madam Chair, and6

members of the commission. I will be brief in the7

interest of time. I would note that on page 13 to 188

of our statement, we cover the issues of compliance9

with the PUD regulations for approval of the first10

HPUD, including consistency with the comprehensive11

plan, and lack of adverse impact on the scenario and12

providing public benefits.13

And I believe that Director Knisley has14

eloquently indicated the extreme importance of the15

facility to the City. Rather than go through that, I16

would note that the Office of Planning report also17

provides a strong statement in support regarding the18

public benefits and so on that overlaps with ours, and19

is also somewhat different, but it is also highly20

supportive.21

I would just mention a couple of details.22

One is that the two-stage PUD process allows for some23

months for some coordination to occur between the24

framework planning process going on, and the design of25
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this site and facility.1

Ideally, of course, if the framework plan2

would be done first, and then we would do this, but of3

course this is quite an urgent need for the City and4

has been for a while.5

But I believe there is time for some good6

coordination, and it doesn't appear that there is any7

major or any significant conflicts at all. Secondly,8

just a detail. Obviously the John Howard Building on9

this historic landmark campus is not deemed a10

contributing historic building, and therefore is fully11

eligible to be demolished.12

And thirdly the PUD site is relatively13

large, but that large size does mean a great deal of14

this site will remain as open space. And with that, I15

believe I will just conclude my comments, Madam Chair.16

Thank you.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Gross.18

Anything else?19

MS. GIORDANO: No.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Let's see21

who has questions. Questions for the applicant's22

witnesses?23

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Yes. Well, I will go24

first, Madam Chair.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

46

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right.1

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Mr. Gross, before2

you take your seat, and since you are already at the3

table, let me ask you first. In your prehearing4

submission on page 18, about mid-way through the5

paragraph, it says that there will be no disruption of6

traffic or unsettled expectations for local residents.7

I realize that this is a campus, and this8

may come in the second stage PUD. I have been sitting9

here looking at the regulations. I am just curious of10

-- I know that you are going to have trucks and11

vehicles going and getting into the campus.12

So I am wondering if that has been worked13

on as far as trucks entering and how they are going to14

enter on to the site?15

MR. GROSS: And focusing more on the whole16

campus, Mr. Hood, or to the specifics of the hospital17

area?18

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: I guess what I am19

asking is that the construction vehicles.20

MR. GROSS: Oh, the construction vehicles.21

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: And entrance into22

the site, has that been discussed, and again maybe23

that will come in stage two. But if it has not been24

discussed yet, if it is approved, I want you to know25
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that I will be looking at that, and I think that will1

be an impact on the local residents, because you have2

to get to the site.3

MR. GROSS: Sure. Absolutely. Here we4

were just emphasizing the fact that we are using the5

existing access road and the functions that will occur6

here are already occurring on the campus. But, yes,7

that is an excellent point. We will do that for the8

second stage.9

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. Thank you,10

Mr. Gross. Ms. Knisley, you mentioned about the11

health and safety of your patients, and I would agree,12

but I want to also make sure that discussions have13

been about the health and safety of the community.14

I know that they have a past existence,15

but I want to make sure that is still intact.16

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, Mr. Hood, I think that17

is an excellent point, and right now, for example, we18

are responsible for a perimeter that is almost 4 miles19

long, and for multiple different buildings.20

So one of the unique features here is that21

we can actually have more control by bringing our22

secure and our non-secure services to one site for the23

first time, which actually significantly increases our24

ability for carrying out our security functions.25
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And today we have a huge campus with many1

different buildings, and a perimeter where we are the2

only party responsible for. And so we are very much3

looking forward to being able to manage in a smaller4

space, which we believe can help us with security.5

And again we talked with the community.6

We just did two evening training sessions in the7

community, because we had a lot of interest, and not8

just in the community around St. Elizabeth's, but9

across the entire city on how one would interact if10

they were to become engaged with someone who might be11

having a psychiatric difficulty.12

That is a major part of our job, and we13

take it very seriously, and will continue to work on14

it as we move forward.15

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Let me ask. There16

are two cemeteries, am I correct, Mr. Kleinrock?17

MR. KLEINROCK: Yes.18

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Are they historic?19

MR. KLEINROCK: One is. There is a Jewish20

cemetery that is -- actually, it is rather old.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I need you to use the22

hand-mike if you are going to talk over there.23

MR. KLEINROCK: Yes, there are two24

cemeteries. One is located here, and one is located25
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here.1

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Which one is the2

historic one?3

MR. KLEINROCK: A portion of this one.4

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: And I am sure that5

a lot of this will come out in this second stage, but6

have talks been -- and so it won't interfere when it7

comes to digging or whatever the construction, or8

whatever we are doing on the St. Elizabeth's site,9

have the necessary precautions been made so we won't10

be interfering with the cemetery; or either one of11

them actually?12

MR. KLEINROCK: We have had a preliminary13

archeological study done to make sure that we were not14

interfering with anything. One of the issues was to15

make sure that there were no unmarked graves that were16

within the area that is anticipated to be disturbed by17

the work.18

We are assured that that is not an issue,19

because in fact most of the area up there, if it was20

disturbed, was done in the '50s when John Howard was21

built. And prior to that, most of it was agricultural22

use. So we don't think that there will be a problem23

with either of the cemeteries.24

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Help me, Mr.25
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Kleinrock, and if you can go back up to one of your1

renderings, and kind of show me where the call center2

is. I want to make sure -- well, UCC. While I know3

that it is not a part of this case, I want to make4

sure that I know what we are doing here, and whoever5

can help.6

MS. KNISLEY: This is the existing DHS7

headquarters building, and this is the big Dix8

Building, and the call center goes in here, and this9

is Martin Luther King, and the call center goes down10

here.11

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. I guess12

that's okay, because my next question is that I wanted13

to find out about the garden, but that is irrelevant.14

I wanted to make sure that garden was still there.15

MS. KNISLEY: Actually, it is down here in16

this area. Down here in this area.17

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: Okay. If it is18

that far away, I am sure that the garden is still19

existing and so I will move on. Let me just ask you a20

design issue, and I don't want to get in trouble, but21

the different, and I don't know what you would call22

it, but different corridors.23

I noticed that at the end of them, and I24

am going to point to it, that there is no way -- if I25
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am here, Mr. Kleinrock, there is no way for me to get1

here without going back this way, right?2

MR. KLEINROCK: That's correct.3

VICE CHAIRPERSON HOOD: and in the4

discussions with the neighborhood, Ms. Knisley, the5

auditorium -- we have had previous cases with6

applicant's proffer the community auditorium. But we7

also want to make sure that while you are proffering8

it, understand that the community doesn't have a lot9

of money. Is that going to be free for organized10

groups?11

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, Mr. Hood, that would be12

free. One of the advantages to the use of the13

auditorium being with a 24 facility, is that we are14

already going to have security there, and we are there15

24 yours a day.16

So there may be during the day, there may17

be some times where we are using it for educational18

functions for the hospital. We would like to do a lot19

of teaching here.20

We would like to make sure that every21

psychiatrist who is going through training in the City22

comes out and takes use of our facility. So during23

the day it may not always be available for the24

community because of the unique teaching.25
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We will be the only place where any1

psychiatrist can get forensic training in the nearby2

community. So during the day it may be restricted for3

educational reasons and not always be as available,4

but we are a 24-7 operation, and that is a lot more5

helpful than some organizations who close down at five6

o'clock, and then say, well, if you want to use it in7

the evening, you can.8

But I just happen to know that, for9

example, at Sumner School on the weekend that you have10

to pay $500 for the security. So we won't have that11

problem.12

COMMISSIONER HOOD: And, Ms. Giordano, I13

noticed that Ms. Knisley mentioned about the14

construction jobs. I guess she meant for the15

neighborhood.16

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, sir.17

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Are you going to18

assign an MOU with DOES?19

MS. GIORDANO: Do you want to answer that?20

MS. KNISLEY: Yes. We have already begun21

discussions with DOES and with our prime contractors,22

and our subcontractor, and I have met with east of the23

river and executive director, Rita Gilliam, already24

about actually beginning discussions at that site,25
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which is familiar to the community, and obviously we1

will go much further than that. But we have already2

begun those preliminary discussions.3

COMMISSIONER HOOD: And I would just make4

a suggestion that it has been the past experience that5

the jobs and the people would be better served, and6

the ones we want to make sure are trained, they need7

to know that in advance so they can get the residents8

ready.9

Because what I have known in the past10

since I have been here is that they wait until it is11

time to start construction, and then say, guess, what,12

we have no one qualified. So the sooner that we can13

do that, I think the better it would be.14

MS. KNISLEY: The chorus is giving us the15

amen absolutely. I think again that we have already16

had the preliminary discussions and if my calendar in17

my head is correct, we should be starting those18

discussions within the next couple of months, because19

we need to begin.20

And as you said, it is a 6 month out, and21

it is 9 month out, and it is a 12 month out, to begin22

doing that.23

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Okay. Well, thank you24

for answering my question.25
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MS. KNISLEY: And we are very anxious to1

get into a lot of discussions with DOE. For us, the2

more that we can become an iatrical part of the3

community, the better the mental health will be of our4

entire community. So it has a dual purpose for us.5

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Thank you. Thank you,6

Madam Chair.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. Hood.8

Mr. Hannaham.9

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Thank you, Madam10

Chairman. I am very pleased to see this project11

develop. This is one of my favorite plots of12

Washington, D.C., and one of the most beautiful13

locations in the whole region really in terms of its14

oversight for the City.15

And I am really happy to see an additional16

development in that community. I live on that side of17

the river as well. I guess, Ms. Knisley, that you18

mentioned the research function, the Federal research19

function, at Bethesda?20

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.21

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I assume that is22

still there, and none of it has come back with you, or23

--24

MS. KNISLEY: That is correct, and I think25
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that one of the things as the Department of Mental1

Health that we are very anxious to do, and you will2

see in our plans, although we didn't go into them in3

detail tonight, we want to be a teaching hospital, as4

well as be inviting for researchers to come back in.5

And we have already begun discussions with6

our academic partners in the community, because that7

has been lost in the recent years, and we think that8

we have a lot to offer. Some of the services that we9

are providing are unique.10

They are just not going to be provided11

anywhere else, and we know, for example, that the12

residency programs need to have to be credentialed13

need to have more experiences with us.14

So we are in the inevitable position at15

the moment of being courted by those universities, and16

when they saw these plans, they perked up immediately.17

So I think that this is a real opportunity.18

Our work force is growing older. We have19

an average age work force at the hospital of 57, and20

so we need to be looking for our next generation of21

staff, and by having this facility, we think that it22

can go a long way to attracting Washingtonians to23

working in our community, and working in our facility.24

And we have actually added back now25
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starting with this new department our research1

capacity. I mean, we have to be desirable to the2

researchers to come back.3

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: That's great, and4

you also mentioned a setting up of a community5

facility somewhere on 13th and U Street?6

MS. KNISLEY: At 13th and U Streets, yes.7

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: And that makes me8

think of the homeless problem.9

MS. KNISLEY: That's correct.10

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: And I think are11

you addressing or relating to the problem with the12

homeless? I understand that there is a large portion13

of these people do have mental problems.14

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, sir. Actually, our15

homeless problems, we have already expanded since we16

became a department, and at the moment we are engaged17

with a number of community partners on developing a18

proposal to actually address -- and I know that this19

is going to sound a little ambitious, but ending20

chronic hopelessness for adults with serious mental21

illness who have been on the streets for many, many22

years.23

That is an ambitious undertaking, but a24

large percentage -- 50, 60, 70 percent -- of the adult25
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single homeless, people who are homeless on the1

streets, have a co-occurring disorder of substance2

abuse and mental illness.3

That is a high priority in our department,4

and we have outreach teams now working throughout the5

City. This year, we actually opened a sobering6

station over at D.C. General, and 150 people came7

inside during the months of December, and January, and8

February, and with this very tough winter, we as you9

noticed from probably reading the paper, we have lost10

fewer people.11

And that is in-part because our teams have12

been out on the street.13

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: That's great.14

With regard to the master plan development for the15

whole of the campus, I assume that you are involved in16

that, too?17

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.18

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: And you are going19

to make sure that it is integrated, your situation and20

whatever comes out of the campus plan, the big plan,21

and that will also be a part of your own planning?22

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.23

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Is the western24

part of the campus going to be part of the master25
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plan, that settled part?1

MS. KNISLEY: Again, the City is taking2

the lead on the planning. We have invited our Federal3

partners to work with us on one single plan. We think4

that is absolutely the direction that we need to go.5

And while we still have some negotiations6

to do with what will ultimately happen with the west7

campus, we feel that it is in our best interests as8

the District to involve them in the planning, and9

assume that it is one single master plan.10

And I think that we have gone a long way11

on that, and we have included them in all of our12

planning activities, and I am at the table as one of13

the senior members of the planning team for the entire14

framework planning, as well as my staff are involved.15

And we know again a lot about the campus.16

Many of the people who are here tonight feel very17

strongly that we retain on the overall campus a place18

for mental health services and for people to come, and19

for people to congregate, and to not give up if you20

will the ability as we go forward.21

And you can see from our planners and22

architects talking tonight that they integrate with23

the whole community is very, very desirable, and we24

will be a part of that whole community and not just25
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with this one facility.1

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. That's2

great. Speaking of your partners, you have a partner3

to the north of you developing a unified4

communications center?5

MS. KNISLEY: That's correct.6

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: And we have had7

discussions with them about their project, and one of8

the things that was sort of left hanging had to do9

with access to the Congress Heights Station, metro10

station.11

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.12

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: They told us that13

they would wait until you came forward to finalize a14

sort of coordinated access between both of the15

facilities. You know, a pathway of some sort for16

their people, as well as your people, from Metro.17

MS. KNISLEY: That is an excellent point,18

and one of the guiding principles for me as the leader19

of this department has been that in all of our20

facilities around the community to make sure that we21

are taking full advantage of our public22

transportation.23

Our headquarters are at 64 New York24

Avenue, and previously 77 P Street. And we have a van25
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that runs every 15 minutes down to Union Station,1

starting at seven o'clock in the morning, and2

finishing at 6:30 in the evening.3

So that we can -- that our employees can4

continue to not only have the benefit of Union Station5

for shopping, and lunch, and whatever, but can use6

public transportation. I envision here the same type7

of arrangement with all of our partners on the campus8

-- the UCC and hopefully eventually many other9

partners on the campus -- where we have the shuttle10

arrangement if you will.11

This is a very large campus. We are still12

talking about many, many acres here, as well as13

sidewalks and road repair. It will be the14

responsibility of our department to keep up those15

sidewalks and road repair until that entire campus16

plan comes to full scale.17

And so we certainly want to do that. In18

addition, as we begin to further develop the campus19

and become partners in the community, we want to make20

sure that our employees are shopping, and taking or21

making use of the surrounding community, like we22

always have in the past.23

And I think that is going to be very, very24

important. So we are gong to be encouraging to make25
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sure that this is a vibrant campus, and within a1

vibrant community, so our employees can do what people2

during the day.3

You know, go to lunch, and get some of4

their services met, and their needs met, close to5

work, like all of us do. And we don't want people to6

be leaving and never using or being part of the7

community.8

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: So you will be9

coordinating with the UCC?10

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, we will, and we sit on11

a master coordinating committee right now.12

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. Great.13

Madam Chairman, that is all that I have right now.14

Thank you.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr.16

Hannaham. Mr. May.17

COMMISSIONER MAY: That you. I have a18

whole slew of questions, and I hope that we can get19

through them quickly. The first one is that some or20

all of this facility is a replacement for the John21

Howard Building; is that right? Does it replace it22

entirely, or is it --23

MS. KNISLEY: It replaces the John Howard24

Building entirely, yes.25
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COMMISSIONER MAY: And does it add1

additional functions that are happening elsewhere?2

MS. KNISLEY: Yes. It adds -- you have3

heard us refer to secure and non-secure.4

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes.5

MS. KNISLEY: The non-secure functions are6

happening in other locations on the campus today. The7

secure functions are located at John Howard. So as8

you can see, it will be about two-thirds/one-third9

secure, non-secure.10

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. And so what does11

the future hold for those spaces that you are12

vacating?13

MS. KNISLEY: The future for the spaces14

that we are vacating will be a part of the discussions15

for the overall framework planning.16

COMMISSIONER MAY: Are they in17

contributing buildings?18

MS. KNISLEY: Right. Now, we will19

continue to use three buildings, and what we call CT-720

and CT-8, and RNB. These are the three buildings21

closest to us on the campus, and one of our renderings22

show them better than the others, if you can point23

that out.24

These are the buildings closest to us on25
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the campus, and we will have some patient residential1

space there, as well as some other administrative and2

support functions in those buildings.3

At some point, if we don't need those4

buildings, then they would become part of the overall5

master planning for the campus. We have asked for6

additional capital funds to upgrade those buildings in7

the future.8

So, again, part of our being a good9

neighbor on this campus will be to make sure that10

those buildings, as we continue to use them, will be11

of good use for a long time.12

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. Great. Thank13

you. Is the full construction of this been funded?14

MS. KNISLEY: Again, when we get through15

the final estimates, then we will know if we have a16

gap between what the Federal Government awarded in17

1997 and what we will need in the year 2004 and 2005.18

And again Congress actually allocated the19

funds for this facility because of the longstanding20

responsibility. This is a State function, and one of21

the things that the District cannot do alone. So we22

will be going back to Congress for any additional23

funds that we might need.24

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. That has its own25
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complications.1

MS. KNISLEY: It does, and for example2

right now we are working with our Federal partners3

over on the west campus with respect to a number of4

issues for the upkeep of those facilities.5

So we are in constant dialogue with HHS6

and GSA on the needs of the campus, and unlike going7

to Congress, where you have not had any discussion8

with them at all about your needs, this is a pretty9

fluid discussion that we have been having with them10

about the unique psychiatric needs of this campus.11

I might add that it is the U.S.12

Government, the U.S. Attorney's Office, and as you13

know the Federal Court system that is partly Federal14

and partly local. So we are carrying out a function15

for the Federal Court system, and this is not solely a16

District matter.17

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. I hope that18

works and that you get all the funding that you need.19

Are there outpatient services that are included in20

the program for the building? Did I miss that?21

MS. KNISLEY: No, there are no outpatient22

services.23

COMMISSIONER MAY: All right. And I saw24

mentioned in the prehearing submission about25
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discussions with the fine arts commission. Do you1

actually have to have fine arts approval?2

MR. KLEINROCK: Yes, and we are going on3

the 20th of March. We actually have met with the4

staff on three different occasions, and our5

application is on the 20th.6

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. Well, that's7

good. Then I have a handful of other architectural8

questions. The overall landscape design, I noted that9

the campus is developed in a certain way, and I can10

understand pretty much what is going on there.11

But in the overall -- how do I put this.12

I mean, the building itself is a historical property,13

or the property itself is a historic property. Is the14

landscape design a contributing factor in any way, or15

is it simply a matter of this being a collection of16

these buildings?17

MR. KLEINROCK: I think that the Olmstead18

plan obviously is very beautiful, and has its own19

character. This building is derived from some very20

functional requirements, and we have done -- and its21

siting is really -- we showed you how limited the site22

area was and where we could locate this, and the fact23

that the building needed to be mostly one story for24

access to the out of doors I think was really a real25
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driver.1

And the integration of this into the2

campus we think works, and it is very simple, and it3

is separated from the ravine, and as we develop this4

further with Elliott Roadside, Noel will be looking at5

the actual development of specifically how the6

landscape is going to work.7

Right now we have been really concerned8

about how you get on to the site, and where is the9

building located, and where is the parking, and that10

sort of thing. And maintaining a secure perimeter of11

the building.12

MS. KNISLEY: And if I could add one13

additional issue. One issue that we have today is14

that the Olmstead plan that was used by the15

psychiatric facilities in the previous century has not16

been replicated by any psychiatric facility in modern17

day because of the safety issues. So we tried to keep18

those features where we can.19

But the reality of long hallways, with20

hidden spaces, or hidden views, and no other21

accommodating features for the clients is not22

desirable. And I believe we would -- I know that we23

would have troubles with certification and24

accreditation today using some of those same features25
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from the century before.1

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. So the entire2

campus was an Olmstead campus?3

MR. KLEINROCK: No, a portion of it was.4

MS. KNISLEY: A portion of it was.5

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. If the portion6

that you are building on here, was that addressed in7

the Olmstead plan?8

MS. KNISLEY: No, it was not.9

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. Because I10

suddenly got very nervous there, because I have a11

certain experience in dealing with the Olmstead side12

of things.13

MS. KNISLEY: No, i understand. I just14

wanted to make sure that the Olmstead planning, and15

now this new planning, we are separated from that.16

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.17

MS. KNISLEY: And to try to recreate that18

again was what I was mentioning.19

COMMISSIONER MAY: I am not suggesting20

that it needs to be extended. I am just saying that21

if you are going to affect the original Olmstead plan,22

then that means --23

MS. KNISLEY: No, we are where we are24

partly because --25
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COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: -- there is a1

whole another bunch of people that you need to talk2

to.3

MS. KNISLEY: Absolutely, and we4

understand that as well.5

COMMISSIONER MAY: All right. Good. I6

guess I need to --7

MS. GIORDANO: I just want to add also8

that we are participating in this 106 review process9

as well.10

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. All right. No,11

I was suggesting that if you are doing anything with12

the Olmstead plan, you need to talk to the Olmstead --13

the National Association of Olmstead Parks.14

I saw a whole series of them just today in15

fact, and that is probably not called for in this16

circumstance. I guess one question that I have is17

that I am having difficulty understanding the need for18

these really corridor.19

I mean, that is a really, really long20

corridor. How long is that, 400 feet, or 500 feet, or21

800 feet?22

MR. KLEINROCK: It is about 800 feet.23

COMMISSIONER MAY: So, 800 feet. That's24

huge. And what does it dictate from that, from a25
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treatment point of view?1

MR. KLEINROCK: The clear circulation, and2

the ability to have smaller units along the way, and3

it is separated by courtyards to break that down. I4

mean, it is sort of the simplicity of its organization5

from an operational point of view. And, Marty, do you6

want to add to that?7

MS. KNISLEY: No, only to say that we have8

taken a look, at the features that we need here. I9

was actually -- and I had done a lot of reviews, and I10

have been in 77 psychiatric hospitals around the11

country.12

COMMISSIONER MAY: As a visitor, right?13

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, and I am still here.14

But I recall being recently at a new facility in15

Nashville, Tennessee, and in which they have the same16

issues with the long corridors, and they have done17

some of the same things that Steve talked about here,18

with trying to break up the spacing if you will to be19

able to account for that, because the patient care20

needs override some of the other considerations with21

respect to the needs on those units, and the fact that22

if you look at our forensic population, and the number23

of years that they are there, and the need for this24

outside space to be that adjacent so that we are not.25
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One of the things that I also don't want1

to do, I just recently saw a hospital built in South2

Florida, and I would not want to replicate where you3

were having multiple floors, and they had three times4

the number of security guards as they had clinical5

staff.6

And one of the things that we are trying7

to do here is reduce down the number of security8

guards that we need, because that sets a completely9

different tone in the hospital. And that is what we10

would be faced with without some attention to the11

spacing that we have.12

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. There are going13

to need to be security people with really good14

eyesight to see down an 800 foot corridor. But I15

understand what you are saying, and frankly this isn't16

-- I hope that you appreciate what an incredible17

challenge this is for your architects, because all of18

the stuff that you usually try to do to make a19

distance like that more manageable have been taken20

away.21

I mean, they can't do anything to sort of22

make steps along the way that they create hiding23

places as a result.24

MS. KNISLEY: They assure me that we are25
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not the most difficult client that they have ever had.1

COMMISSIONER MAY: No, I think I know who2

that is.3

MS. KNISLEY: But I think we have been4

giving them a run for their money on that.5

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay. It was just a6

puzzling thing, because looking at the plans I kept7

thinking that somehow it had gotten stuck in the8

copier, and had sort of been stretched. But now I9

understand it, and thank you very much.10

And I appreciate the effort that went in11

there. A couple of other small questions. You12

mentioned brick as a material, and using that as a way13

of connecting this to the rest of the campus, and that14

is very clearly a sensible thing.15

But there is -- and you also alluded to16

some of the other things that would connect it, such17

as the proportions of the windows and what not. And I18

would really take that to heart.19

That was one of the things that was20

complicated I think about the previous building that21

we looked at on this campus, where some of those22

efforts to tie into the campus were not very clear23

from the rest of the architecture. And brick is good,24

but it is not enough.25
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I guess the only other real question I1

have that remains is the windows, and how are the2

windows actually made? I mean, are they special in3

some way, and what are they going to look like as a4

result?5

MS. KNISLEY: Well, again, actually,6

windows is a consideration that we have in all of our7

buildings, and the -- and I think that I am right in8

saying this, that they are really not going to look9

any different than what we can do today for windows,10

and what we did 20 years ago in our business for11

windows, and that it is much, much improved.12

The fact that psychiatric patients need as13

much window space and our staff need that as much as14

possible, and has been an issue that architects and15

planners have had to deal with in psychiatric16

buildings for a long time now.17

So it is something that we have been18

giving special attention to, and we have had to deal19

with that in other community locations where we have20

had crisis emergency programs. So that again has been21

given special attention, and it will not take away22

from the view --23

MR. KLEINROCK: It is something that you24

won't be able to tell.25
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MS. KNISLEY: Right, you won't be able to1

tell.2

COMMISSIONER MAY: It looks like there is3

a lot of glass, but there is some -- you know, there4

is big wide spaces with a gray space. I mean, is that5

just the -- I mean, what are you --6

MR. KLEINROCK: The windows aren't that7

large in the residential portion. We are trying to8

find some way -- these are early sketches of9

modulating the facade,and maybe using a piece of glass10

that is inset into a piece of precaster and other11

material to make it feel larger.12

COMMISSIONER MAY: I see.13

MR. KLEINROCK: So, it is trying to14

develop some early studies of rhythms, and how we are15

going to treat the facade.16

COMMISSIONER MAY: All right. So it is17

not all glass that we are seeing?18

MR. KLEINROCK: No, no.19

COMMISSIONER MAY: All right. Well, you20

have challenges more than just the corridor then. All21

right. Thank you very much.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr. May.23

Mr. Parsons.24

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Ms. Knisley, I25
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would like to thank you for your testimony. It was a1

comprehensive, and concise, and fascinating story of2

150 years of psychiatric care.3

MS. KNISLEY: Actually, Mr. Parsons, we4

are also going to have a small museum at the hospital.5

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Are you really?6

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, we are.7

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, one question8

that is just burning in me and that has nothing to do9

with zoning. Who is John Howard, and what happens to10

the name of John Howard when the building comes down?11

MS. KNISLEY: Speaking of challenges, I am12

sure that we will find a way to keep John Howard, who13

was a doctor, and I am not sure if he was the14

superintendent. He was a doctor, a very famous15

forensic psychiatrist.16

And we will -- I don't know if we will17

have a John Howard courtyard yet, or maybe the John18

Howard Auditorium, but I will tell you that I19

frequently get that question.20

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay. You said in21

your remarks that you have a current population of22

520.23

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.24

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Does this25
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accommodate that, or is there growth, or --1

MS. KNISLEY: No, the population has been2

going down for -- well, actually, it has been going3

down for 30 years. And if we were on the same4

projectory that we have been on for the last 10 years,5

we would be accommodated in the 290 beds.6

However, because psychiatric treatment --7

the laws have changed and so forth, and so on, there8

is no way to accurately predict that. And hence you9

will see the CT-7 and CT-8 and RNB Buildings, which10

will remain in use for psychiatric services and11

support, and we will actually have residential space12

in those buildings.13

And again we cannot even accurately14

predict 2 to 3 years out exactly what that need will15

be. So it is a chance that we won't need all three of16

those buildings, but we can't plan that way. We will17

keep all three.18

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So the capacity of19

this new facility is 290?20

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, 290, that's correct.21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But you have no way22

of projecting that sometime in the future that would23

be all that you would need for patient care?24

MS. KNISLEY: That's correct. Right.25
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And, you know, I was Commissioner of Mental Health in1

Ohio, and we had 16 facilities, and they now have2

five. And I was Commissioner of Mental Health in3

Pennsylvania, and we had 18 facilities, and they now4

have six. And I am not that old. So it moves a lot.5

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So there is no6

possibility of expansion, and other modules growing?7

MS. KNISLEY: No, I think that the Federal8

-- no, we are not going another 800 feet. These guys9

stopped us at 800. No, actually what we do see is --10

and this was reinforced with a decision -- speaking of11

Olmstead, there was an Olmstead decision in the12

Supreme Court two years ago, which reconfirmed the13

integrated treatment in the community.14

And we don't see any changes in psychiatry15

or in mental health law that would lead us to believe16

that that number will expand. It is just a matter of17

how long it would be before it contracted anymore.18

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay. And I think19

in answer to Mr. May -- well, you said earlier that20

you have 9,500 clients.21

MS. KNISLEY: In the community.22

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But none of them23

will be coming here.24

MS. KNISLEY: We cannot 100 percent25
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accurately predict, even with persons who are1

compliant with treatment because of the changes in2

blood chemistry and other problems that somebody might3

have when they would become -- when it would become4

necessary for them to be confined in a psychiatric5

hospital.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, I understand7

that.8

MS. KNISLEY: And people in the 9,500,9

some portion of that 9,500 may need to come into the10

hospital for a short period of time, but today we know11

that they are likely to go back out fairly quickly.12

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So what I am trying13

to gather is that of these 9,500 clients, none of them14

are in an outpatient basis to visit the facility.15

MS. KNISLEY: They will not be coming to16

the facility except for admission into the in-patient.17

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And do they visit18

the other facilities that you occupy on the campus?19

MS. KNISLEY: Not any more. They used to.20

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, now I have21

some site planning questions, because I don't quite22

understand it yet. I am just going to use this23

pointer, and then Mr. Shaw, or Mr. Kleinrock could24

come forward. Let me see if that pointer works.25
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There it is.1

The parking here then is for employees, I2

presume, and the front entrance is there; is that3

correct?4

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.5

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So it is not that6

the employees need to go in the front entrance, but it7

would seem -- well, do you have any visitors that8

visit the patients? My point is that the parking is9

so far removed from the entrance to this building that10

I don't understand that.11

And maybe it is three or four hundred12

feet, and it may have to do with the fill material in13

the valley, or the vegetation on the site. But why is14

the parking so far removed?15

MR. KLEINROCK: We want to give patients16

an opportunity to have an outside area as well. The17

visitor parking is located in this area and in this18

area, and so employees do have a long way to walk, but19

it is good exercise.20

I mean, it works in that people who are21

going to need the closest parking have it available to22

them within a reasonable distance, and this distance,23

I am not sure what it is actually. It is probably24

about 700 or 800 feet.25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

79

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So the reason for1

not stuffing the parking if you will up against the2

front entrance is to give a feeling of campus.3

MR. KLEINROCK: Yes, exactly.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And the amenity of5

the open space?6

MR. KLEINROCK: Yes.7

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, that's great.8

Now, at the same time why are we holding on to this9

recreation facility, which I have never seen, but it10

is a pretty long distance for the patients to get11

there.12

MS. KNISLEY: Actually the long distance13

for the patients to walk is good exercise. This is a14

group of people who quite frankly need the exercise,15

and we have a group of individuals who are living in a16

secured area for years at a time, and rather than make17

those corridors longer, with more outside space close18

up to the building, we wanted to take advantage of the19

space that is already there.20

And we have again-- and not to overly21

characterize this population, but it is more male and22

young, or middle-aged, and we need to have space for23

people to let off energy.24

It would be equivalent if you were on a25
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college campus, where you wanted to have ball fields,1

because people take advantage of those type of2

recreation. We need a ball field for the kind of3

activities that we have.4

And because these folks are committed by5

the court, and there is certain restrictions on where6

they can go, we have to have a secure out for a7

portion of that 178 people. It could be as high as a8

hundred people whom we cannot let out doors except in9

that space for gross motor activity.10

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, the reason11

for my question, and what I was trying to do was pull12

that facility closer to the building. In other words,13

to take less of the 49 acres for the development of14

the facility.15

And so I presume that one motivation is,16

hey, its there and let's use it. Let's not move it17

and have the expense of rebuilding it. Is that18

correct?19

MS. KNISLEY: It has to -- we cannot20

demolish John Howard, which is in part of that area,21

until after the new building is up. So we have got to22

do some work there on that sight.23

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, I understood24

that, but I was wondering if this compound if you25
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will, and that is probably an inappropriate term, but1

--2

MS. KNISLEY: There is not a good term for3

it, right.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: -- that a5

recreation facility could be moved closer to the6

building, thus freeing up that portion of the site for7

other purposes.8

MR. KLEINROCK: It is something that we9

could look at. It is also very expensive. I mean, it10

is a 20 foot high, 3 foot thick, concrete wall11

basically. So it is not like a little chain linked12

fence.13

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I am getting the14

picture.15

MR. KLEINROCK: It is a big deal.16

MS. KNISLEY: If I may, without being too17

overly dramatic here, it is a prison yard.18

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: In a sense, yes.19

Now, the site that you have shown on the map, or on20

numerous maps, this site, and in this case in red, 4921

acres, is much more space than you need. And22

admittedly from your presentation, the valley, which23

somebody else trashed or filled, excuse me, you have24

inherited and are just living with and are not25
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utilizing it in any fashion.1

But how is it that you came to this land2

assignment? How is it that you -- I mean, the3

impression is to me that there is room for expansion4

for your facilities. In other words, you are using5

about two-thirds of the site as I grasp it.6

And maybe it is -- and let's not quibble7

over figures, but what is going on here in the longer8

term?9

MR. SHAW: The larger area is beyond this10

sort of obvious boundary of the hospital really do a11

couple of things. One is that they include the12

ravine, which is very steeply sloped if you know the13

site, and is effectively absolutely non-developable.14

And the other piece if you will in the15

upper left-hand corner of that stretches down towards16

Suitland Parkway, and again it would be very difficult17

to develop.18

They do two things as a result. One is to19

provide us a buffer to allow the hospital to control20

and have some measure of control over areas which come21

up against patient areas.22

And the second is to retain green space23

within the overall plan of the overall campus. I24

cannot imagine that ravine space there, or the area in25
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the upper left-hand corner, ever being developed. It1

is very difficult.2

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, that is my3

question, because I am trying --4

MR. SHAW: Your point is well taken.5

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: -- to figure out a6

way that this Commission could ensure that that7

doesn't occur in the future.8

MR. SHAW: Okay.9

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: We don't have an10

open space zone, or other tools, to assure that is11

going to be the case.12

MS. GIORDANO: So by including it in the13

PUD, you get more control towards that end than not.14

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Not that I don't15

trust my colleagues 50 years from now.16

MS. KNISLEY: I might also add that our17

constituency groups are mental health consumers and18

their families, and our community neighbors feel very19

strongly, as do we, about the uniqueness of this20

facility, and if I can, and I don't know that -- and I21

am sure that this is not correct with all the22

architects in the room tonight, but the ability to23

breath if you will.24

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Absolutely.25
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MS. KNISLEY: And again having visited a1

lot of psychiatric facilities around the country, this2

has many long term desirable attributes for us, in3

terms of being part of the community in a very4

positive kind of way.5

And all of our consumers, and all of our6

community partners, have expressed appreciation for us7

giving this kind of space, and as would our employees.8

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: I want to talk a9

little bit about the auditorium, and I don't quite10

understand the need for it. So you have stated that11

you are going to have an educational purpose to this12

facility.13

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.14

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Are there15

classrooms in the other buildings, or is this16

auditorium the only educational component?17

MS. KNISLEY: Psychiatric teaching is like18

any medical teaching, and that is that you will see on19

television and in the movies, you will see the senior20

attending physician guides everybody to the bedside,21

and then explains the problem.22

We don't do it quite that way, but we do a23

lot of teaching in vivo, meaning on the units. But24

for the lecture type of offerings, again, we would not25
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want to have to repeat the same lecture over and over1

again to a class.2

And so having an auditorium is very useful3

for that regard. A part of what we do today in mental4

health is education, and I will give you an example.5

The D.C. Public Schools wants us to educate their6

teachers so that they can do a better job in the7

classroom with children who might be needing mental8

health support.9

The same would be for foster care parents10

from around the City. The same would be for -- we11

have got 1,900 employees, and 14 contract agencies,12

and so at any point in time you have got 5-to-10,00013

mental health professionals in the City working.14

And we are always attempting to chase15

space to do large group meetings, and/or educational16

offerings. So we are actually -- we actually need17

this space for teaching, and in the community this18

hospital at one time had very good space for these19

types of activities, and that space is no longer20

available, and so we want to recreate that if we can.21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay. I wanted to22

go to parking capacity in the same context, and23

certainly you have the luxury of a Metro stop.24

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.25
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COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And what we learned1

with the command center down the street is again 24/7,2

3 shifts, that their parking needs were actually3

double the employees that would be in the building at4

any one time because of the shifts.5

MS. KNISLEY: Yes.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Have you got7

adequate parking here for your employees on a triple8

shift, or shift change, and do you at the same time9

have adequate parking for these special educational10

facilities?11

I don't now what the capacity is in the12

auditorium, but again I am worried about that it13

didn't work, and we have got to pave some of the14

ravine because we need more parking in the future.15

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, actually with the16

psychiatric hospital, we look at usually one space per17

bed, in terms of parking, and again the auditorium, we18

hopefully will look for evening activities, and people19

coming in not at shift change necessarily.20

So we have multiple uses going on, and it21

is a policy of our agency to do everything that we can22

and has been for us to make use of the Metro, or other23

public transportation.24

We actually have very good bus25
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transportation in and out of that Metro lot at the1

same time, at the Congress Heights station, and we2

have done surveys with our employees in the past, and3

we will continue to do that.4

So we feel that you are right. We don't5

want to be going down into that ravine either.6

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, have you done7

any traffic studies or --8

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, we have done studies of9

the number of cars that are parked at the hospital in10

the past, but that has been more difficult for us in11

the past because we have been on both the west and the12

east campuses until recently.13

So we will need to be going back out and14

redoing that as we more closely approximate our15

employees to working in one area. The other issue16

that we have had in the past, in terms of being able17

to do the parking studies around the campus is that18

until recently there were other departments, City19

departments, using the campus, particularly in the20

west area.21

And, for example, corporation counsel was22

there, and they moved out, and other functions have23

moved out, and so we are going to go back now as we24

have reduced the overall number of employees on the25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

88

entire campus, D.C. employees on the entire campus,1

and redo those studies.2

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Well, I think it3

would be important as we get towards the second stage4

that we have a pretty good handle on this parking5

issue.6

MS. KNISLEY: Right.7

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: How many parking8

spaces does -- well, who knows? How many parking9

spaces? I saw that the model had numbers on it, and10

maybe we could add them up.11

MR. KLEINROCK: There are 315.12

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, 315.13

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So, 315.14

MS. KNISLEY: Right.15

MR. KLEINROCK: Right.16

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And that is -- you17

said one per bed?18

MS. KNISLEY: Yes, and we have 290.19

MR. SHAW: With some small additional20

allowance for the auditorium, which typically --21

actually, it is typical in the zoning code.22

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: One more question.23

This loading dock which -- well, is enormous. I24

mean, it really is. Is that something that can be25
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refined and brought down?1

MR. SHAW: We have actually spent a lot of2

time looking at that service yard.3

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: A service yard?4

MR. SHAW: Yes, let's think of it that5

way. It serves the traditional sort of in and out6

functions of delivery and trash. Obviously, there is7

a significant food service component, preparing meals8

for 300 people.9

In addition, and this goes back to the10

issue of treating people with some respect, it becomes11

the place that we bring residents in and out. We12

don't want to bring people in shackles from court13

through the front door.14

We want people to be able to come in and15

out who are in distress with some dignity. So there16

is a lot of functions going on in there. In addition,17

it gets bisected because it becomes part of the secure18

and unsecure side. So there are functions in there19

which operate completely separately and are within the20

secure perimeter. So there is some duplication.21

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: So you have got it22

shrouded with landscaping?23

MR. SHAW: Yes.24

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And it appears as25
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though there is a gate at the entrance?1

MR. SHAW: Yes, and we anticipate a solid2

wall, or a fairly solid wall, to give it a good visual3

buffer.4

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: But the space, I am5

just looking at it, it is incredible. I mean, you6

could turn every trailer truck coming in there around7

2 or 3 times. Is that much asphalt if you will8

necessary here to do that?9

MR. SHAW: We can certainly continue to10

look at it, but we have spent a fair amount of time11

today looking at getting access to all of the places12

that we need to deliver to. But we can certainly look13

at it some more.14

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: And as we move15

forward next time, whenever we get to phase two, I16

think storm water -- and for this reason, and the17

roofs, so much of this is storm water run-off into18

this ravine that we can't have. So you are going to19

do something about storm water retention and green20

architecture, right?21

MR. SHAW: Yes.22

COMMISSIONER PARSONS: Okay. Thank you.23

I'm sorry that I took so much time.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Mr.25
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Parsons. I just have one follow-up question to what1

Mr. Parsons was asking about, which is if you can't2

tear down the John Howard Building until the new3

building is completed, where will the employees be4

parking in the meantime?5

MR. SHAW: Given that much of the space is6

not being used right now, we have begun to discuss in7

a preliminary fashion, and Marty talked about the8

possibility of doing things like shuttles, my guess is9

that during the period before we develop the new10

parking, that they would park elsewhere on the campus,11

and we would find a way to get them up the hill.12

It would be some sort of an intermediate13

solution that would be part of the phased14

construction.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. When you come16

back for Phase 2, we are going to need to see that17

articulated.18

MR. SHAW: Okay.19

MR. KLEINROCK: We are working with a20

construction manger, who is going to be helping us21

with the staging and phasing.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Let me23

see. Who is here representing ANC-8C this evening?24

Ms. Cuthbert, did you have any questions on the25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

92

testimony, cross-examination questions? Now would be1

the time to come down.2

Could you turn on the microphone for us3

and identify yourself for the record?4

MS. CUTHBERT: Good evening. I am Mary5

Cuthbert, Advisory Neighborhood Commission 8C-03. The6

East Campus is my single member district, and I am not7

the chair at the present time.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Are you representing9

the ANC as a whole here tonight, because it would be10

in that capacity that you would --11

MS. CUTHBERT: I cannot do that because12

they have not come before the ANC. Nobody has come13

before the ANC for us to vote to make a decision on14

it, unfortunately, and that is what I am here to15

address.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. I think then17

when it comes time for the report, then you can18

explain that to us, and we will decide how we are19

going to handle that. But at this point, I think then20

you are not authorized to represent the ANC. So it21

would not be appropriate for you to do cross-22

examination.23

MS. CUTHBERT: All right.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. All25
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right. If there are no more questions from the1

Commission, we will move to the report by the Office2

of Planning. Thank you.3

MS. MCCARTHY: Thank you, Madam Chair.4

For the record, my name is Ellen McCarthy, and I am5

the deputy director for development review and6

historic preservation for the D.C. Office of Planning.7

As Ms. Knisley indicated, this is a very important8

project for the District of Columbia Government, as9

well as for the quality of patient care of those that10

are served at St. Elizabeth's Hospital.11

The current hospital, the John Howard12

Pavilion, is bleak, forbidding, substandard, not a13

good place for healthy individuals, and certainly not14

a good place for those who are suffering from mental15

illness.16

There is a real sense of urgency to17

develop a modern facility, not the least of which is18

because of court cases requiring us to act quickly or19

be cited and fined for non-compliance, and the need20

for the certification that Ms. Knisley was discussing.21

Nonetheless, the Office of Planning has22

worked extensively on the review of this project.23

Numerous adjustments have been made, and we are24

pleased to recommend approval to you this evening.25
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Maxine Brown-Roberts is the project1

manager for this case, and will provide our report.2

Michael Downey, the project manger for the St.3

Elizabeth's maser plan, has also joined us this4

evening, and if there are any questions about any of5

the broader planning issues, I am sure that he would6

be happy to comment. Although I should add that we7

are in the early stages of the master planning effort.8

Thank you.9

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS: Good evening, Madam10

Chairman and Members of the Commission. I am Maxine11

Brown-Roberts from the Office of Planning. The12

Department of Mental Health has petitioned the Zoning13

Commission to approve the SP-1 District and first14

stage PUD for a portion of the St. Elizabeth's15

Hospital campus to house a new hospital.16

Prior to submitting a map amendment to17

zone the entire campus, the Office of Planning has on18

the table the creation of a framework plan to assess19

and guide how it may be redeveloped and what uses and20

services should be located on the campus to best spur21

revitalization of the surrounding neighborhood and22

serve the District of Columbia as a whole.23

As outlined in our report, there is an24

established timetable for the creation of a framework25
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plan. Designating it as a SP-1 district on the1

subject property would be compatible with both the2

surrounding zoning, as well as with the existing land3

use.4

The SP-1 district on the property will5

allow the development to be at a scale that does not6

negatively impact the existing residences and is7

consistent with the intensity of the adjacent8

neighborhood.9

The application meets the standards and10

purposes of the PUD, and is also consistent with many11

of the major themes and policies of the comprehensive12

plan and the Ward 8 plan.13

In particular the hospital campus is14

designated as a special treatment area and a15

development opportunity area. The proposed framework16

plan will address these policies established for the17

redevelopment of the campus.18

The proposal provides many public benefits19

for the community, the main one being its improved20

services and facility, which will fulfill the City's21

responsibility for care and treatment of the mentally22

ill.23

The design of the building is dictated by24

this function and will be at a scale and intensity25
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that will be compatible to the surrounding community.1

Open space is preserved and the landscape open space2

areas outside the patient living areas will also3

provide a pleasant and rehabilitative environment.4

A large portion of the site has steep5

slopes that will be retained in their natural state.6

With the reduction of patients, there will also be a7

reduction in the number of employees going to and from8

the facilities.9

It is not envisioned that there will be10

any significant traffic changes from the project, or11

that the hospital will have a negative impact on the12

adjoining community.13

Adequate parking will be provided for both14

employees and visitors to the site, and even for15

special events. Therefore, there will be no project16

parking on the neighborhood streets.17

The site's close proximity tot he Congress18

Heights Metro Station will encourage employees and19

visitors to use both Metro and Metro Buses to and from20

the site via the pedestrian walkway.21

The nature of the topography on the site22

will be preserved to the extent possible, and careful23

attention will be given to storm water runoff, slope24

stability, and the preservation of the existing tree25
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cover.1

All the proposed amenities provided by2

this project include a significant monetary3

contribution for the framework plan for the remainder4

of the campus, and the hospital will make its5

auditorium and gym available to the community for6

functions and recreational activities as needed by the7

community.8

Phase II of the PUD should provide9

detailed information on the landscaping, storm water10

management, pedestrian connections, entrance details,11

retaining walls, and parking, and the auditorium and12

gym access to the community.13

In summary, the proposed hospital will14

allow the City to meet its responsibility for meeting15

needs of its mentally ill patients, and the location16

and scale of the hospital will have minimal impact on17

the community.18

The application is consistent with the19

requirements of the zoning regulation and elements of20

the comprehensive plan. The Office of Planning21

therefore recommends that the Zoning Commission22

approve the SP-1 district and first stage PUD for the23

subject property. Thank you, Madam Chairman.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms.25
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McCarthy, and Ms. Brown-Roberts. Any questions from1

the Commission regarding the Office of Planning2

report? Any questions? Mr. May.3

COMMISSIONER MAY: Yes. I was just4

reviewing the timetable for the framework plan and I5

am just curious that since this is the second property6

that we are dealing that sort of preempts the7

framework plan, is this the only one that is going to8

-- or is this the last one, or are there going to be9

other bits and pieces?10

MS. BROWN-ROBERTS: As far as we know,11

this is it. These are the only two.12

COMMISSIONER MAY: Okay.13

MS. MCCARTHY: We had been contacted by14

WASA, which needs to do a new water tower, and had15

encouraged them to wait until after the master16

planning process and they determined that they could17

easily do that within their time frame.18

So we have been successful, at least in19

that instance of asking people to hold off.20

COMMISSIONER MAY: Well, that is --21

MS. MCCARTHY: And I think it is very22

clear why the Department of Mental Health could not,23

and we felt that it was important to go ahead, and we24

also in the course of the site planning, DMH was very25
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accommodating in choosing a corner immediately1

adjacent to the cemeteries, and especially in the rear2

of the properties separated by the ravine, and one3

that we thought that if we were going to have to4

proceed with development of a piece of property out of5

sync with the timetable of the master plan, this was6

one that -- this was a location that could be utilized7

without seriously impacting other kinds of options,8

circulation, or any of the other kinds of needs that9

we would be taking into account in the master plan.10

COMMISSIONER MAY: Thank you. That was a11

very thorough answer and I appreciate all that12

information.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anyone else have14

questions for the Office of Planning? Ms. Giordano,15

any questions?16

MS. GIORDANO: No, thank you.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. I don't18

see in the record any reports of other government19

agencies. Is there anyone here representing another20

government agency who would like to make a report?21

MS. CUTHBERT: Yes.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Then we23

will invite Ms. Cuthbert back up just to chat a bit24

about the situation in ANC-8C. Since you are not25
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authorized to make a report, maybe I will just ask you1

a question or two to start.2

You had sent a letter to the Commission3

that ANC-8C had received an application on January4

18th that was addressed to ANC-8A, but did put you on5

notice that this application was pending. Did you6

have an occasion to ask for a presentation from the7

applicant?8

MS. CUTHBERT: We knew -- well, the first9

notice that I received that it was listed under ANC-8A10

was when St. Elizabeth's had a community meeting, and11

they gave out the announcement. That was the first12

time we ever knew that a pending hearing was coming13

up.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.15

MS. CUTHBERT: When we received it in the16

mail, it said 8A again. I personally called Mr.17

Bastida, and I have mispronounced his name incorrectly18

for the past 20 years, but anyway --19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: He answers to that.20

MS. CUTHBERT: But I called him and I21

explained to him it is in 8C and I have never been in22

8A. It is 8C. Oh, it doesn't make any difference.23

Just go ahead.24

Well, the Commissioners, when they see it,25
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it is for 8A. So he finally sent me one for 8C, and I1

received it February 19th. Our next meeting was last2

night. But we do have one major problem.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Tell me.4

MS. CUTHBERT: We have an internal5

problem.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I see.7

MS. CUTHBERT: That creates a bigger8

problem when we have such a large tract of land that9

needs to be zoned.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.11

MS. CUTHBERT: What the St. Elizabeth's12

Hospital did was that they met with other people in13

the community and they never contacted the ANC to our14

knowledge.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.16

MS. CUTHBERT: And that is what caused us17

not to have a meeting to invite them to come. Now the18

meeting with the community as a whole, to be very19

frank with you, everybody is pleased with the20

hospital. I don't think she has ever had any21

complaints.22

But we have some concern about the23

structure, the location, those types of things, that24

the community has.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Let me ask you1

this. When is your next meeting?2

MS. CUTHBERT: Our next meeting is the3

first Monday in April, and that would be April 5th, or4

rather the first Wednesday in April.5

SECRETARY BASTIDA: April 3rd.6

MS. CUTHBERT: April 3rd.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. And if the8

applicant were to come to that meeting would they be9

able to make a presentation to the ANC?10

MS. CUTHBERT: I will make sure that they11

will.12

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. What we will13

do then is we will leave the record open to allow a14

significant amount of time so that you can have the15

meeting and then take action, and then get a letter16

into us so that we could take into any account any17

concerns that might have.18

MS. CUTHBERT: Well, that is what we19

wanted, and we wanted to make sure that all the other20

ANCs, as this is a large tract of land that is in the21

center of Ward 8, and I felt that all the other ANCs22

should be part of the meeting and be part of the23

input, so it can say that this is something that the24

community supports as a whole.25
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And I think it is very important when we1

compromise and get something done, and I was very2

upset with some of the planners who are here, and they3

never even thought about coming to the community. She4

goes to east of the river, and meets with many of the5

residents independently, Ms. Knisley, and I don't6

believe in meeting with any developer or anybody7

independently.8

I am a Commissioner and I represent a9

group of people, and you have to meet with me with a10

group of people and that is my concern.11

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right.12

MS. CUTHBERT: We want them to come to the13

ANC so that the residents who are on the borderline of14

Alabama Avenue, and who lives right abut of St.15

Elizabeth's, and the people who live on Pomeroy Road,16

they can come and hear what is going to be developed17

beyond their property. That is very important.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: That makes perfect19

sense and actually this is just -- you know, PUDs have20

two phases to them. This is the first phase, and it21

is sort of conceptual about where the building is22

going to be located, and the parking and so forth, and23

then the detailed design, you will have another24

opportunity to weigh in.25
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So that Ms. Knisley and these nice folks1

will have two opportunities to visit with your ANC.2

MS. CUTHBERT: Okay. Great. That sounds3

wonderful and I appreciate it.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Are you going5

to stay with us through the end of the hearing?6

MS. CUTHBERT: I have a couple of other7

Commissioners, chairs of other commissions who have8

attended many meetings, here to support our or my9

suggestion of keeping the record open for us to hear.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: The reason that I11

asked is that if you need to leave now, we could set12

the date for the closing of the record so you would13

know what date you were working with, or if you are14

going to be here, we could hold that of until the end.15

MS. CUTHBERT: We are going to be here for16

a little while to hear the rest of it.17

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Thank you.18

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Madam Chair, can I say19

something?20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Please.21

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Sometimes -- and I22

know that we have said this many times, but ANC23

commissioners are not paid and they are volunteering.24

I am hoping that everything will go as according to25
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the plan that you just articulated.1

Buy sometimes things happen, and I just2

want to make sure that we leave some leeway for ANC-3

8C, because if we run it that close and something goes4

wrong, and they can't get a quorum, or something goes5

wrong, then we will have made a decision here.6

And I just wanted to make sure that we are7

all in agreement that we leave some leeway for those8

things that may go wrong.9

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, I agree with10

that and then there is also that whatever date we11

pick, if there is something unforeseen, the ANC could12

always petition us to accept something after the13

closing of the record. So I think there is sufficient14

opportunity, but thank you for calling that out.15

Thank you, Ms. Cuthbert.16

MS. CUTHBERT: Thank you.17

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Madam Chairman, since18

we have Ms. Cuthbert here, how long do you think of a19

time you would need after your meeting to be able to20

prepare your report and submit it to the Commission?21

MS. CUTHBERT: I think 5 to 7 days,22

because right after the meeting, we should be able to23

come together as a group and vote on it, and write it24

up. It should not take us that length of time to25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

106

write it up on what we need to address as far as the1

plans.2

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Thank you.3

MS. CUTHBERT: Thank you.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. All5

right. I have the witness list now, and not everybody6

indicated whether they were in support or opposition,7

and so I will just call for any persons who would like8

to testify in support.9

Anyone who would like to testify in10

support. All right. Then I will take that as a sign11

that everyone else who is on the witness list would12

like to testify in opposition. Let me ask Ms. Seegers13

and Ms. Williams from ANC-8E to come forward at this14

time.15

And let me ask if either of you -- has the16

ANC designated you to speak on behalf of ANC-8E?17

MS. SEEGERS: Yes.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Then you will then19

have 5 minutes to represent them as an organization,20

and then Ms. Williams will have 3 minutes representing21

as an individual.22

MS. SEEGERS: I am Sondra Seegers, and I23

am the chairperson of 8E. I have one problem though.24

By us preparing this statement before we got here, it25
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is kind of hard because after getting here, I hear1

some things that I didn't hear before.2

So I am going to read my statement, and3

then at the end I will make some changes.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And since the record5

will be open, if you would like to submit additional6

comments after this evening, you would be welcome to7

do that, too.8

MS. SEEGERS: Okay. Thank you. After9

polling the majority of the commissioners in ANC-8E,10

we have determined that we do not support the St.11

Elizabeth's Hospital campus to be zoned SP-1. We do12

not want any more new residential areas created, and13

as it stands now, we are abundantly supplied with14

residential development.15

We do support the renovating and16

rebuilding of St. Elizabeth's Hospital as it is long17

overdue. However, we feel that it should be zoned in18

such a manner that it would not include residential19

construction, especially at 80 percent.20

Ward 8 needs other services and new21

residential development at this site will only prevent22

Ward 8 from ever having any other type of development.23

My home is one block from the circumference of the24

south gate of St. Elizabeth's campus, which is on25
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Alabama Avenue.1

I represent ANC-8E, whereas, my block is2

on the northwestern side of ANC-8E. I am the3

chairperson, and therefore, the south side of Alabama4

Avenue is directly across the street from the south5

side of St. Elizabeth's campus.6

To approve the SP-1 zoning that permits 807

percent residential would infringe upon my ANC8

district's future of ever having any type of9

commercial developments that would include the10

amenities afforded to many other parts of the City.11

At present, Ward 8 only has minimal12

limited shopping opportunity, which includes carry-13

outs, barber and beauty shops, and small generic14

convenience stores.15

There are no entertainment districts or16

sit-down restaurants, except for the Player's Lounge,17

which serves as a restaurant, caterer, night club, and18

bar. There are no book stores, coffee shops,19

theaters, or grocery stores.20

If we support SP-1 for St. Elizabeth's, we21

would end up with another residential development that22

would need far less commercial development. I am in23

support of the development of St. Elizabeth's campus,24

but not zoned as SP-1.25
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Perhaps one of the following zoning1

options could be used; C-3-B, C-3-C, C-4, C-M-1, C-M-2

2, C-M-3, or M. You have the opportunity to review3

your zoning records and see how we have been flooded4

with residential zonings, and you can also see how we5

have not had the commercial developments that should6

be in Ward 8 as it relates to the population there.7

Please consider my statement when making a8

decision. I would like to in continuation to give the9

community the opportunity to come to a conclusion, and10

as you gave to the Commissioner of ANC-8C, we will11

attend that meeting to have input as well. And this12

concludes my statement.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms.14

Seegers. Ms. Williams.15

MS. WILLIAMS: I don't have a statement.16

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, would you just17

identify yourself for the record.18

MS. WILLIAMS: I'm sorry, Sandra Williams,19

Commissioner for 8E-07.20

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: That's fine. Go21

ahead.22

MS. WILLIAMS: And I wanted to come more23

as a community person. My background is medical24

technology and is my first profession, and so I have a25
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series of questions more so than a statement, and so I1

will wait until the hearing to present my questions of2

how they wanted to reconstruct this almost 50 acres of3

land, because I think the way that they presented it4

was not appropriate to my decision of approval of how5

they want to take this land and reuse it.6

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: So you are going to7

pose those questions to them at the community meeting?8

MS. WILLIAMS: Yes. At the community9

hearing. I have a series of questions.10

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay.11

MS. SEEGERS: And another brief thing if I12

may.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Sure.14

MS. SEEGERS: I, too, agree with what she15

is saying as to one or two floors to stretch out along16

49 acres of land. The parking lot is large enough to17

play football on, and that is kind of ridiculous.18

And beds for 292 patients, I think we have19

more people needing care than that. So I really have20

no idea what type of treatment they are planning to21

give, and so I, too, would have those type of22

questions, because 292 beds is far too many for this23

City.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Well, I am sure that25
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they look forward to you articulating --1

AUDIENCE: Far too little.2

MS. SEEGERS: I'm sorry, far too little.3

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. We are not4

going to have a dialogue with the audience.5

MS. SEEGERS: Far too little. It is not6

enough. How's that?7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: We got it. Let me8

see if any of the Commissioners have any questions for9

either of you. Any questions?10

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Madam Chair, I just11

wanted to say to Ms. Seegers that I really would hope12

that the community would take four zones off of their13

list and that is the C-M-1, and C-M-2, C-M-3, and the14

M Zone. I would just leave it at that. I am not15

going to say what can go in those areas, but I would16

think that --17

MS. SEEGERS: So I have C's left; C-3-B,18

C-3-C and C-4.19

COMMISSIONER HOOD: That's fine, but some20

of these ones that you asked for, you do not want to21

ask for those.22

MS. SEEGERS: I don't know, but I will23

look again.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Anyone else? Mr.25
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Hannaham.1

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: I would just like2

to ask the Commissioners whether they are3

participating in the framework discussions, and the4

overall planning for the total St. Elizabeth's site?5

MS. SEEGERS: Yes, I am. I am on the6

steering committee, and Mr. Downey is here today, but7

what they are saying in the meetings in the community8

is that I am hearing something different here today.9

I am not sure if it is the same project anymore.10

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. But you are11

involved in this ongoing discussion with respect to12

the whole campus now?13

MS. SEEGERS: Yes, the UCC and the water14

tower, and I am waiting for the water tower, because15

we really need the water tower and I heard that they16

are waiting to get assigned some land, and the barn17

that is going to be for historical preservation, we18

really want that, because we have plans to go in on19

that with something to the community.20

And I do wish that the City would let us21

plan something, instead of them planning and bringing22

it to us. There is a lot of land over there and I23

think we want some things that they have not thought24

of, and they need to listen to us a little more.25
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COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. But you are1

participating and you have your foot in the door2

anyway, right?3

MS. SEEGERS: For the third time, yes. I4

have a toe in the door.5

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: You have a toe in6

the door, and that is a beginning, and you can open7

the door then.8

MS. SEEGERS: And I must say that I am9

glad that Mr. Altman's office have included us as much10

as they have. So I do appreciate that.11

COMMISSIONER HANNAHAM: Okay. Thank you.12

Thank you, Madam Chair.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Does anyone else have14

questions? Ms. McCarthy.15

MS. MCCARTHY: Madam Chair, Ms. Seeger's16

testimony made me remember something that the Office17

of Planning should have pointed out in our report,18

because we also shared your concerns about19

establishing any zone on this property that was20

independent of the planned unit development.21

So one of the things that we did make22

clear in our report, and which the Department of23

Mental Health and its attorneys have agreed to, is24

that this SP-1 zoning is only applied as it relates to25
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this particular project.1

If anything else were to get built on this2

site, they would have to start all over in terms of3

zoning. The SP-1 only goes with this, and we chose4

the SP-1 because it is the lowest density zone that5

allows a hospital to be permitted and still would6

allow the kind of mixture of uses on this site.7

So we understand your concern, but there8

can be nothing else done on this whole site that will9

not be zoned SP-1, except for exactly what you will10

see on that site plan.11

MS. SEEGERS: And this is the 49 acres12

that you are speaking of only?13

MS. MCCARTHY: Exactly.14

MS. SEEGERS: And once you got outside of15

there, we have to come back for another zoning?16

MS. MCCARTHY: Right. If anybody wanted17

to build anything on there that is not in the18

application, they would have to come back and19

advertise, and have a whole new public hearing, submit20

a new application, and this will be very tightly21

defined in the order to make sure that that is clearly22

specified that it is only for the hospital.23

MS. SEEGERS: Okay. Thank you. That is24

pleasing to hear.25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you for the1

clarification, Ms. McCarthy. Any questions, Ms.2

Giordano?3

MS. GIORDANO: No.4

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Thank you5

both for coming down this evening.6

MS. WILLIAMS; Okay. You are welcome.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. I have8

three more folks on the witness list. Katie9

Fitzgerald, Mary Spencer, and Absolem Jordan. We can10

give 5 minutes for one of you representing D.C. ACORN.11

You will get 3 minutes, Mr. Jordan, but I need to12

know who wants the 5 minutes.13

MS. FITZGERALD: I will take the 514

minutes, and I probably won't need it.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And what is y our16

name?17

MS. FITZGERALD: Katie Fitzgerald.18

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Then we will19

have you go first.20

MS. FITZGERALD: Okay. Good evening,21

Madam Chairperson-woman, and Members of the22

Commission, and members from the Office of Planning.23

I am here not as a proponent or an opponent of this24

project, but as an advocate for the people in the25
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community.1

I am the Chair of D.C. ACORN. And ACORN2

is the Association of Community Organizations for3

Reform Now. I also happen to live in ANC-8C-07, and I4

am in walking distance of St. Elizabeth's hospital,5

the east campus.6

And my concern is that the community has7

not been involved in this project. For all the talk8

that I have heard here, there is only a selective few,9

a few people in the usual clicks who have been10

informed about what is going on.11

It is my understanding that a PUD is12

supposed to meet community needs, and it seems from13

the conversations that I have heard here tonight that14

they think they have met those needs, but does the15

community think so? How do we know? No one is16

speaking to them.17

And as was spoke about earlier about this18

housing project, and although just a few minutes ago19

people from the Office of Planning said nothing else20

will be built on this 49 acre zoning, except for the21

hospital itself.22

So then if only the hospital is to be23

built there, why do you need 49 acres? The hospital24

itself is not going to take up 49 acres. So that is a25
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concern for the community.1

And the overall phase, the master plan, or2

whatever you want to call it that is going to consist3

of residential housing and mixed use, the community's4

concern is who is going to live in these houses. Are5

they going to be homes, or are they going to be rental6

units. What is going to be the price.7

Everybody in here knows about the housing8

crisis in the City, and what is going to happen in9

neighborhoods all across the City, and now it has come10

to the east side of the river. And who is going to11

live there.12

Number 2, the Department of Employment13

Services hasn't spoken up, and people are talking to14

them, and after all the talk is done, is there15

anything that was said done. Has that happened16

before? Are there other housing projects over there17

in Ward 8.18

There is a lot of development that we were19

told was going to bring jobs to people over there, but20

nobody who worked on those housing projects looked21

like me. People who lived over there didn't get jobs.22

Even in building the hospital, the people23

who are going to build this hospital are going to be24

people from the community, and will there be a first25



 NEAL R. GROSS 
 COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS 
 1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W. 
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C.  20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com 

118

source agreement so that local people can work at this1

construction site.2

The community wants to know and the3

community wants to be a part of the discussion that4

goes on, and as someone else said earlier, we need to5

be a part of what happens in our community. We don't6

need to sit to the side on what is going to happen to7

our community, and bring it there, and put it there,8

and say you live with it or get out, or whatever.9

That is all we are asking, is that we want10

to be a part of this, and we want to be decision11

makers, and she said that she had her toe in the door.12

I don't have anything in the door and neither does my13

neighbor. I am not even on the block, and when St.14

Elizabeth's on January 22 had that big meeting over15

there, only a select few were invited.16

The only way I knew about it was because17

one of my neighbors who received a post card with an18

invitation on it told me about it. And I don't know19

how I got missed. I know that I am not anybody20

important. I don't have a lot of money. I just work.21

But I vote in every election and so my22

name was on the voters roll, and they could have23

contacted me. They know where I live and they know my24

age. I am just a neighborhood commission, and just as25
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they missed me, they missed a lot of other people, and1

they are fed up.2

That chapel was filled with 300 and some3

people, more than 300 and some people who were not4

allowed to ask questions, and who were not allowed to5

speak. At the end of the program, the podium was6

rushed by upset people, and one of them was an elected7

official, someone who had been elected by the citizens8

of this9

City who was not allowed to speak.10

The community has no input and what I am11

here to urge you to do is tonight is to hold off your12

decision until the community has had an opportunity to13

put some input into this project. Thank you very14

much.15

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms.16

Fitzgerald. Ms. Spencer.17

MS. SPENCER: Hi. I am Mary Spencer, and18

I am a lifer here in the D.C. area, and I am a19

concerned resident and I am a member of ACORN also.20

So with that, I just had some observations first of21

all that 290 patients in this area seems like a22

minimal amount of resources is going to be available23

to the mentally ill.24

Also, I think that St. Elizabeth's25
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Hospital should be obligated to take in that many1

plus, since they put them on the street some years2

ago. And I am sure that there is some long time3

homeless people out there that still are suffering4

from their mistreatment from St. Elizabeth's Hospital.5

With that, and I don't know if at that6

point it was a District hospital, D.C. funded, as well7

as Federally funded at that time. And suddenly8

something happened, and that everybody was put out.9

So with that, i just wanted to let you know I was not10

happy about that, but I didn't have any input in that11

either.12

And I am happy to hear that there is some13

work that is going to be done at St. Elizabeth's14

Hospital, and that is really a plus, you know, and I a15

not against development. However, I am against any16

type of development that does not allow me input.17

They are making decisions for me, as18

opposed to allowing me to be in on decisions. So I19

would say that as a community organization that we,20

the community, want to be involved. And I have heard21

from the members really in close proximity to St.22

Elizabeth's Hospital that have said that they have not23

been allowed to be involved.24

So I think it is really wrong. I think25
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something needs to be done with that, and I am not1

opposed to the development and improvement itself, but2

I do oppose a community not being allowed an3

opportunity to provide input.4

And I propose that the community be5

allowed an opportunity through ACORN. ACORN would6

like to help the community with involvement, and have7

a forum to put together for the director of the8

hospital, as well as well as the members of the9

community.10

And I am here also to ask that you11

postpone the approval of the zoning of this SP-1 until12

the community has had an opportunity to have some13

input.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you, Ms.15

Spencer. Mr. Jordan.16

MR. JORDAN: Yes, Madam Chairman, my name17

is Absolem Jordan. First, let me make a note that I18

did send or fax you a letter today asking to be a19

party in this case.20

Now, it was late in getting here and it21

doesn't meet the 14 day requirement, but I don't know22

that it is required for you to give me notice at some23

point that you even accepted my request to waive the24

rules and make me a party or not.25
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But in any event, the letter I hope is1

made a part of the record. Let me first say that I am2

an ANC Commissioner, too. And my Commission has both3

the 4300 block 3rd Street and 4th Street, Southeast,4

in it. And there are numerous cars that are parked5

along those two streets that are abandoned.6

And it is all because the Impoundment lot7

was closed down to build a Home Depot there. What I8

am suggesting is that there is a ripple effect in the9

District of Columbia when this zoning commission makes10

some decisions that affect the community, but we don't11

take it always into consideration what the community12

wants. And why is that important?13

Well, because I have attended all the14

meetings, and Ms. Knisley knows that every time that15

there has been a meeting in the Ward relating to the16

development of St. Elizabeth's that I have always17

asked the question, and I am not alone in this18

question or on this issue, of what is going to happen19

to the people at St. E's. Will it be enough.20

Is there going to be enough space in the21

future for expansion or what have you that could meet22

the need. Like I said, right now there are cars all23

in my neighborhood because we didn't take into24

consideration that there would be future needs.25
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And also when the question was raised, we1

were told that there were three buildings. And Ms.2

Knisley made the point to you, and said that there are3

three buildings that are currently being used.4

I can't remember what they are now, but5

CT-7, and 8, and RNB. But then she also stated in6

response to a question that she would hold on to these7

buildings she said, and she said that if at some point8

we don't need the buildings, we will give them up.9

Now, we have been insisting over and over,10

and over again, that there be built into this project11

the capability for meeting future needs, and that is12

my concern today.13

Is that we must in some way respect what14

is going to happen in the future, and not limit15

ourselves today. I thought we had some tacit16

approval, some kind of understanding on the17

community's part, that there was going to be some18

commitment to keep those three buildings, and even we19

were discussing some more space.20

So that in the future, if some other needs21

occurred, we wouldn't find ourselves in a situation22

where we have to ship the people in the District of23

Columbia out of the City the way that we are shipping24

cars out of the City now. I am also --25
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CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Can you wrap it up,1

Mr. Jordan. Your three minutes is up.2

MR. JORDAN: I was just saying that is my3

concern, and I would support what Ms. Cuthbert has4

said,a nd that is that until the ANC can meet where5

all of can have an opportunity -- and don't get me6

wrong. I don't want to be a barrier in the road to7

the hospital.8

I think the community wants it. All I9

want to be is a bump. I support the hospital, but at10

the same time, I want some assurances that we are11

going to be protected for our future needs. And I12

would support the position of Ms. Cuthbert has taken,13

and that is that until ANC-8C has had an opportunity14

to meet with Ms. Knisley.15

But also for the first time ever we are16

hearing reports from planning, and we just met with17

them earlier this week and those reports were not18

turned over to us. So we need to be shared -- I mean,19

all the information needs to be shared with us so that20

we will be informed when we make the decision.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. And are22

you an ANC Commissioner from ANC-8C, Mr. Jordan?23

MR. JORDAN: No, I am from ANC-8D-03.24

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Okay. Let me just25
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say one or two things. Ms. Fitzgerald, there will be1

no new housing, no new market rate housing developed2

as part of this project as Ms. McCarthy pointed out3

earlier. What you see is what you get in terms of4

what is going to be built on this site, which is the5

hospital as it is being proposed. That's all at this6

point.7

So that your concern about the price of8

housing and who is going to live there and so forth,9

that may impact the balance of the St. Elizabeth's10

campus, but that is still in the early stages of11

discussion. I just wanted to clarify that.12

MS. FITZGERALD: Thank you.13

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: And the same is true14

for Mr. Jordan. Those three buildings that Ms.15

Knisley made reference to are part of the balance of16

the campus, and will be part of the framework plan,17

and at that point in time when that discussion18

develops, I think your concerns are valid and you19

should keep pressing those points so that the20

framework plan will accommodate any need that this21

site will not be able to accommodate long term.22

So that I think there is ample opportunity23

for you to continue to raise that issue. Let me see24

if any of the Commissioners have any questions. Mr.25
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Hood.1

COMMISSIONER HOOD: I just need2

clarification from Mr. Jordan about the Home Depot.3

Is there a Home Depot proposed to be built in Ward 8,4

or the one built in Ward 5?5

MR. JORDAN: No, but I am saying that is6

where the impoundment lot was, and when you closed the7

impoundment lot, it had a ripple effect in the City.8

They don't have anyplace to now take the cars.9

COMMISSIONER HOOD: All over the City.10

MR. JORDAN: Yes, but I am saying that I11

don't know if they were having people stealing cars12

and putting them in Ward 3 like they have in Ward 8.13

Where I live there is a serious drug problem and so we14

are going to have people who are stealing cars or15

getting people to loan them their cars, and make drug16

sales, and runs, and everything, and then they tear17

them up and leave them there.18

And I am saying that we are not able to19

get those cars off the street now because we don't20

have anywhere to put them.21

COMMISSIONER HOOD: Let me just say this22

and then we can move on. Mr. Jordan, I went to a23

meeting in Ward 3 when I live in Ward 5, and I was in24

that meeting, and the cars they found were stolen were25
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right around the corner from my house. So obviously1

some folks in my neighborhood who obviously took the2

cars. So that is going on all over the City.3

MR. JORDAN: Right.4

COMMISSIONER HOOD: All right. Thank you.5

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Any other questions?6

Ms. Giordano, any questions for this panel?7

MS. GIORDANO: Yes.8

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: I think that Mr.9

Bastida wants to tell you the state of your fax, Mr.10

Jordan.11

SECRETARY BASTIDA: When you mentioned12

about your fax, I went to the fax machine and it was13

there, and it was received at five o'clock. Usually14

the staff does not check the fax machine until first15

thing in the morning. So that is what happened to16

your letter.17

And you will remember that I gave you all18

the information that you requested for you to do it,19

and to do it as earliest that you could today, and so20

that is what happened.21

MR. JORDAN: Thank you.22

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Anyone23

else who would like to testify in opposition? Anyone24

else? All right. Then we will ask for any rebuttal25
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evidence by the applicant.1

MS. GIORDANO: Yes. We just have a few2

remarks. I would like to ask Mr. Knisley to just3

respond to some of the community outreach issues,4

please.5

MS. KNISLEY: If it may please Madam Chair6

and Members of the Commission, I will go kind of in7

reverse order. With respect CT-7, and CT-8, and RNB,8

I think the comments you made, Madam Chair, are9

absolutely correct in terms of the overall plan.10

We are actually moving forward to renovate11

those buildings now. I mean, we plan to use those12

buildings and we have a request for capital funds in13

the '04 capital budget that looks like it is moving14

forward. We have all intention of using those15

buildings for the foreseeable future.16

We continue to work with our long term17

plan and I actually had an opportunity to sit down18

with Mr. Jordan and go over the last needs assessment19

that we had done, and the methodology that was used,20

and was able to give him that needs assessment.21

And we will continue to refine the needs22

assessment, and as we do that, involve the community.23

We actually have -- we talked earlier about the24

tension of the secure and non-secure.25
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We actually have the overall tension of1

one set of Federal Courts saying to us that you must2

move people in the least restrictive alternatives, and3

we have the other side of the court system saying,4

yes, but you must maintain a secure space for people5

to be treated.6

And that is going to continue to be an7

issue and that is why we are holding on to CT-7 and8

CT-8, and RNB. With respect to the community input,9

one of the things that I will do this evening is get10

Ms. Fitzgerald's phone number, and address, so that we11

can make sure that she gets invited to the next12

meeting.13

We do want to expand it and expand our14

discussions as much as we can. There were actually15

two community meetings. We held a special community16

meeting about the hospital on the 22nd, and I think17

that there was reference made about no Q&A. That was18

actually a second meeting that was held the following19

week on the whole framework planning.20

And we always want to get input in our21

meetings and will continue to do that. And finally I22

might add that we did attempt to initially contact Mr.23

Lockridge, who is the chair of the 8C-04, on January24

21st, and had a meeting that was canceled. So we did25
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make that first overture and had met with Ms.1

Cuthbert.2

She has been very clear, however, that she3

preferred a meeting of constituents and a broader set4

of community leaders, and not just the one-on-one5

meetings. So she is absolutely right, and we are6

committed to that.7

Joy Holland, who was our CEO, was at the8

ANC meeting last night, and we obviously will be there9

on April 3rd, and if there is any discussion that any10

community group wants to have with us ahead of time,11

we will continue to make contact to make sure that we12

give ample time to give information and to get13

feedback.14

We have gotten excellent feedback, which15

we have used in our planning from our community16

leaders, and plan to continue to do that. Not just17

with the building of this hospital, but with the18

operation of the hospital, and we value their input.19

And I just wanted to make sure that Ms.20

Cuthbert and other members of the community who are21

here, that we will continue to do that as best we can.22

Thank you.23

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you. Anything24

else?25
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MS. GIORDANO: That concludes our1

presentation.2

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: All right. Very3

good. I think we are ready to pick a date for the4

closing of the record. Mr. Bastida.5

SECRETARY BASTIDA: Madam Chairman, I6

would suggest that we close the record, but for the --7

maybe we can close the record this evening, but for8

the input that you have for the ANCs, and then we can9

receive it by Wednesday, April 23rd, by three o'clock10

in the afternoon.11

And that way they will have in accordance12

with Ms. Cathbert's calendar, plenty of time, and it13

would give her an approximately 2-1/2 weeks.14

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: That's fine, but I15

don't want to narrowly keep the record open. I would16

like to have anyone from the community who has not17

felt a part of the process, that if they would like to18

send a letter to us, we will accept any input from the19

community up until the 23rd of April.20

SECRETARY BASTIDA: At three o'clock.21

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Right.22

SECRETARY BASTIDA: And then the applicant23

will have until Thursday, May 1st, to respond to the24

new submissions, and the community and the applicant25
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will have also until May 1st to present findings of1

fact and conclusions of law.2

MS. GIORDANO: I just wanted to ask does3

that mean that we could possibly be on the May agenda4

for a decision?5

SECRETARY BASTIDA: That is a possibility.6

MS. GIORDANO: Okay.7

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Is everyone clear on8

the dates? Ms. Cuthbert, are you clear on the dates?9

If you have a question, you need to come forward and10

get it on the record.11

MS. CUTHBERT: The date that I am not12

clear on is that May 1st date.13

SECRETARY BASTIDA: That is for findings14

of fact and conclusions of law.15

MS. CUTHBERT: Okay. Thank you.16

SECRETARY BASTIDA: If you would like to17

submit those.18

MS. CUTHBERT: Okay.19

CHAIRPERSON MITTEN: Thank you very much.20

I would like to thank you all for coming out this21

evening and participating in our hearing. If there22

are no questions regarding the schedule for23

submissions, then I will just say that we will make24

our decision in this case at one of our regular25
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monthly meetings.1

And these meetings are held at 1:30 p.m.2

on the second Monday of each month, although sometimes3

we reschedule them. And they are always open to the4

public. If anyone is interested in following this5

case further, you can contact the staff regarding the6

status of the case. I now declare this public hearing7

adjourned.8

(Whereupon, at 9:18 p.m., the meeting was9

concluded.)10
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